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ARTHUR ASHLEY Sys, D. D. 


Dean of St. B E RIAN. 


Rea ST R, 

F I am ſuſpected of a Defien, W 
recommend theſe Papers by pre- 
xing to them your Name; the Diſ- 
couragements, to which the Publicati- 
on of Things of this Sort i is liable, may 
be an Apology. _ 

So much F orgery 4 Impoſture 
have been introduced into the World, 
under the ſpecious Pretext of ions 
and Divine Revelations, that every 
Thing of that Character is not only 
LOVER queſtionable, but is actually 
fallen into Contempt. with ſome Per- 
ſons, as mere Illuſions and impertinent 
Fancies, the proper Entertainment only 
of weak and credulous Minds. 

And as to the Bulk of Believers, who 
cannot or who will not ſearch after 
Truths of difficult Accels, or to whom 
V any 


* . 
by * 


3 


iv DEDICATION: 
any Degree of New Light in the Myſte- 


ries of the Sacred Books is offenſive,—it 


cannot be expected ſuch ſhould deſire 


to look into prophetic Schemes, or 


trouble themſelves to diſtinguiſh the 
Viſions of God from wild Reveries. 

Incomprehenſibility is a fort of Cha- 
racter ſome good People affix to what- 
ever comes from God; and as they, 
therefore, approve and admire the more 


the Things they do not underſtand 2 
an Attempt to explain and render hard 


Things incelligible, in Revelation, is 


highly diſtaſteful to them ; and he, 


who attempts it, comes off well, if 
he does not incur their Diſpleaſure. 

But, whilſt I recount Diſcourage- 
ments, I muſt not conceal the Favour 


I have met with, from ſome eminent 


Perſons, in the Courſe of making theſe 
Obſervations. It bids fair for the 
ſpreading of Knowledge in the Scrip- 
tures, when able Divines will become 
Advocates for the Liberty of Prophe- 
ſying, and will condeſcend to aid the 


Spirit of free Inquiry, in the Laity. 


'This noble and generous Temper have 


you, 


| DEDICATION. » 
you, among others 1 have the Honour 


to know, who ground your Reputati- 
on, not on the Ignorance, but on the 


Inſtruction and eee, of Man- 
kind. 
Your D A ance for Liberty 


Civil and Ralzidds:; : Your juſt De- 
fence of the Principles of Natural and 
Revealed Religion : Your rational Vin- 
dication of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion in lar, and the many 
uſefal Lights s you have thrown on ſe- 
veral important Subjects relative there- 
to: — Theſe, and other your Labours, 
joined with an uniform Conduct in 
Life, ſteady and conſiſtent, have juſt- 
1 7 Pr procured y ou Veneration and Efteem 
wiſe 40 good Men of all Parties. 
Even the ableſt Adverſary, that has 
appeared in this Age againſtRevelation, 
Was r of all, who 
wrote againſt him, yon alone advanced 
a confiſtent Scheme of Things, which 
you propoſed with great Clearnefs, Fo- 


| : Trends and Moderation. 


Prophecy and Miracles, con hdd, 
afford an Argument, in behalf of our 
great 


4 DEDICATION. 


great Teacher and his Religion, which 
you, Sir, are perfectly Maſter of. As 
it is to your excellent Writings I owe 
my little Knowledge and Acquaintance 
with the State and Force of that Argu- 
ment, you have a Right to my grateful 
Ack now ledgments, and the beſt Tits 
of any to theſe Papers. 
When the prophetic Vikons inter- 
ſperſed in our Sacred Books ſhall come 
to be examined with Accuracy, I do not 
doubt but a curious Compolition and 
structure, with ſuch internal Marks of 
Wildom and Goodneſs, will be conſpi- 
cuous in them, as will be ſufficient to 
_ diſtinguiſh real divine Inſpiration from 
the Flights of a warm diſtempered 
Fancy, or the cunning Art of Man. 
Whether the Method I have taken, 
in examining and ſtrictly adherin 
the Imagery and Ground-Plot in Vin, f 
carefully avoiding of oe; Senſes and 
forced Alluſions, be likely to promote 
a clear Diſcovery of the Notions, Na- 
tural or Moral, that this*Part of zhe 
Mafter-Picce of myſtical Prophecy (as 
it -has been Ps is intended to con- 
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DEDICATION. wm 
vey, is humbly and with all due De- 
ference ſubmitted. 

Where I differ from you, or any 
other great and learned Perſon, I muſt 
plead the Privilege you grant to ſober 
Inquiries into Subjects of a difficult 
and abſtruſe Nature, where Error is 
almoſt unavoidable, And if I am 
| miſtaken in ſome of my Con jectures, 
touching the particular Formation, 
Mature, and Uſe of the prophetic Scheme 
exhibired in St. John's firſt Viſon; 
the Miſtake will be excuſed, and the 
Perſon not thought worſe of, by you; 
in whoſe Judgment and Practice; ALL 
KnowLzDGE, and ail MysTERY, and 
ALL FaiTH, is Morbing to CHaRIT v. 
That you may long continue to 
akin your Country, and the eſtabliſh-' 
ed Church, is the W Wiſh of, | 


Reverend Sir, 5 
Nour very obliged, 
. My obedient 
Humble Servant, 


THoMas MookE. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THESE Pap Papers were drawn up, in order 
to bave been publiſhed the Beginning of 
May; but as a Diſſertation on Prophecy, with 
an Explanation of the Revelation of St. John, 
by the Lord Biſhop of Clogher, was then in the 
Preſs ; they were detained as what mi gf p- 
bly be rendered uſeleſs and 3 But 
fence bis Loraſiip proceeds upon 4 Plan, which 
excepts the three {a Chapters of the Revela- 
tion (the entire Subject of theſe Obſervations) 
from .a ſtrict prophetical Confideration, they = 
be fuffered to appear; and the rather, as 
boped they may in ſome Meaſure fubſerve the 
good e age of his Lordſhip, © to contribute 
© towards making this Book of the Revelation 


WV 70 fe John more frequently read & the Learn- 
e ed, than it hath bieberts been. 


The Dil- 
ſertation on the Olympic Games, hich I have 

in the Interval, has given me great Pla- 
; That learned and ingenious Writer 
{whoſe Obſervations on the Hiſtory and Evi- 
Ke of the Reſurrection of Jeſus Cbriſt, 
—_— demonſtrate his Regard to Revelation) 
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OBSERVATIONS 
1 1 ON TAE | 
FIRST VISION 


OF 


q : ' 


N the firſt Day of the Week, more 
eſpecially ſet apart for Chriſtian 
Worſhip, called the Lord's Day, 
St. John, during his Exile in Pat. 
mos, an Iſland in the Icarian Sea, was in the 
Spirit; being, like ſome of the ancient Pro- 
phets, Ezek. xi. 24. xxxvii. I, in an extraordi- 
nary Way and Manner *, preſented with a 
TO * © ER \ Vifgon, 


* 
1 


* As to the Manner of a Divine Rapture, whether the 
Images of Things are cauſed to appear to the external 
Senſes, or to the Mind only, we know not: And in re- 
ſpect to this Point, it ſeems, St. Paul himſelf could not 
tell the Manner of his Viſions and Revelations, whether 
what he ſaw and heard, was in and by the Organs of the 
Body, or without it's Inſtrumentality, 2 Cor. xii. 2, 3. 


Neither is it of any Conſequence to us, as long as we are 
| es certain, 


2 Obſervations on the firſt Vifior 
Viſion, the nobleſt Kind or Degree of pro- 
hetic Revelation. - eo | 
2. This Viſion was uſhered in with Solem- 
nity, by a great Voice, ſtrange and awful, 
like the Sound of a Trumpet, expreſſing the ſin- 
gular Dignity of the Perſon ſpeaking, and par- 
ticular Inſtruction to certain Churches which 
the Viſion concerned: Jam Alpha and Omega, 
the firſt and the laſt *: And what thou ſeeſt 
write in a Book, and ſend it unto the ja 
Churches which are in Aſia ; unto Epheſus, and 
anto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto 
Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadel- 
phia, and unto Laodicea, Chap. i. 10, 11. 


certain, St. Leer retained a ſound Mind, or was not de- 
prived of his Reaſon, and other Faculties of Senſe and Per- 
_ Ception, which were all rationally converſant about the 
_ Objects he was preſented with. Here was nothing like a 
temporary Madneſs or Divination by Fury, as it was called 
among the Gentiles; nor were Diſtortions, and Convul- 
five Agitations of the Body, neceſſary to the Part he ated, 
in receivitlg and giving the Revelation, as we ſhall ſee in 
the Sequel. | ERS, 
* That is, before whom no Man ever was that which I 
« am, nor ever ſhall be; who neither had any Predeceſſor, nor 
ce /ball have any to ſucceed me. This is a Phraſe taken out 
<« of Iſa. xli. 4, where it is uſed of God the Father. It is ex- 
<<. plained in the ſame Prophet, Chap. xliii. 10. xliv. 6. God 
& ſeems to have had Reſpect to the Opinion of the Hea- 
& then, who feigned Succeflions of Gods, of which ſome 
came and dethtoned others, and reigned in their ſtead, 
„ and which ſeems to have prevailed among the Eaftern 
Nations, as it did among the Greeks”. Vid. Le Clerc in 
Loc. If>this Senſe Chrift, the Perſon repreſented ſpeak- 
ing, is the fir/f and the laſt, the only one of his Order 
and Dignity. * | „ 
3. The 


of St. Foun. 3 
3. The Scene of Viſion, or Place where St. 

8 thought himſelf to be, was, probably, 
at Part of the Sanctuary, called the firſt Ta- 
bernacle, Heb. ix. 2. where the Service of 

God, in the Few:/þ Church, was daily per- 
fore in the Wilderneſs : And in this, the 
gon Things which he ſaw, or the moſt 
remarkable Objects preſented to his View, 
were ſuch as appertained to this Holy Place, 
namely, ſeven golden Candleſticks, and one li he 
unto the Son of Man, in = Maidft, habited like 

the e v. 12, 13. 

The ſeven golden Candlefiicks ſeem ma- 
nifetly correſpondent to the Golden Lamp- 


Sconce, which was placed on the South Side 


of the Tabernacle, over-againſt the Table of 
Shew- Bread, Exod. xxv. 31, xxvi. 35. and 
which afforded the Sanctuary all its Light. 
And tho' it was but one beaten Work of pure 
2 Exod. xxxvii. 22, it is here beheld! by 
St. John, in its ſeveral Parts, or Branches, as 
| ſeven golden Candlęſticłs. 
F. As for the Make of this \ Lamp-Sconce, i it 
conſiſted of a Shaft or Trunk, in which were 
four Bowls, made like unto Almonds, with their 
Knops and their Flowers ; ; out of the Sides 
whereof iſſued fix Branches, e. i. three Bran- 
ches of the Candleſtic out of the one Side, and 
three Branches of 1 the Candleſtick out of the 
ather Side; a Knop being under every two of 
the /x Side-Branches, Exod. xxv. (which 
Sides, according to its Poſition in the Taber- 
nacle, ſtood Eaſt and Weſt ;) and one, which 
| =O | Was 


- 


4 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 

| was the middle Branch, aroſe from the upper- 
moſt Bowl, and was at the Top of the Shaft, 
or main Trunk, h _ 
6. If theſe Branches were alike, i. e. of equal 
Length and Sige, as it ſhould ſeem they were, 
by the like three Bowls, Knops, and Flowers, 
to each Branch, Exod, xxv. 33. they could 
not meet in a Line at Top, as they are gene- 
rally repreſented in Cuts, (Vid, Blome's, Calmet's, 
Houbraken's, &c.) but the Heads of the two, 
which iſſued from the lowermoſt, which, by 
way of Diſtinction, I ſhall call the #7 Knop 
in the Shaft, were beneath thoſe that iflued 
from the ſecond, and the Heads of thoſe from 
the ſecond were beneath thoſe from the third, 
and that which aroſe upright from the fourth 
Knop in the Shaft was elevated above them 


all *. ER ee 

7. As 

48 — — . — — 
WM I own the Candlefiick deſcribed on Titus's Triumpbal 


Arch, as well as that mentioned by Jeſephus, Anziq. B. 
iii. Chap. vi, may be an ObjeQion; ſince that, according to 
| Mr. Whifton, < terminated in ſeven Heads, in one Row, 
$3 « all ſtanding parallel to one another. Whether that 
1 aanſwers the Model of Solomon's Candle/tichs, I cannot tell-z 
by it does not this of Moſes, Moſes ſpeaks only of three Sorts 
$11: | | of Ornaments on his, Bowls, Knops, and Flowers ; whereas 
\.= 72 phus mentions a fourth, viz. Pomgranates, which per- 
{ aps were the proper Form of the Knops. Beſides, Foſephus 
= | himſelf, B. vii. of the Far, Chap. v, concerning the Candle- 
4 flick that was carried in Triumph at Rome, ſays, „ its 
1 „ Conſtruction was now changed from that which we made 
e uſe of. For its middle Shaft was fixed upon a Baſis: and 
6 the ſmall Branches were produced out of it to a wy | 
Length: baving the Likeneſs of a Trident in their oli- 
a 1 7 404 tion.“ 
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of St. Jo x. 4+ 

7. As for the other Object of Viſion, a Per- 
ſonage in human Figure, or Shape, in the 
Midſt of the ſpreading Branches of the Candle- 
ſtick, it is plainly anſwerable to Aaron, or one 
of his Sons, when officiating in the Sanctuary; 
when they ſtood, as they were appointed, 7 
light the Lambs, and dreſs or trim them there. 
Exod. xxx. 7, 8. Levit. xxiv. 3, 4. He appears, 
therefore, habited like a Prieſt, nay and even 
an High-Prieſt, he being chathed with a Gar- 
ment down to the Foot, and girt about the Pap: 
with a golden Girdle. A Deſcription of the 
Robe of the Ephod, and the curious Girdle 
interwoven with Gold, mentioned Exod. xxxix, 
which the High-Prieſt wore in the Sanctuary. 
8. There was, however, ſomething very 
extraordinary, awful, and glorious in this 
Perſonage, which St. John took a particular 


* - _—_—_— 


— — MI 


— 1 


« tion” I am not concerned to reconcile Foſephus, in 
theſe two Places; but deſire the judicious Reader to ob- 
ſerve from the laſt, that in the Baſis of the Candleftich, and 
the Poſition of it's Branches Trident- like, chiefly confiſted 
the Change of it's Conſtruction. Vet this is the Form ge- 
nerally retained in Cuts. If what I have attempted to de- 
fcribe, from the ſacred Text, come neareſt to the Pattern 
eum to Moſes in the Mount, it will have the Preference 
with thoſe who judge of Truth by another Rule than that 
of commonly received Notions. I am aware but of one 
Difficulty, Yiz, How it could well be ſupported without 
a larger Baſis? And if we ſuppoſe a Spindle fixed in the 
Floor, whefeon the Trunk of the Candleftick was placed, 
that Difficulty will be removed. The Tenons, Pillars, 
and Sockets, &c. by which the Appurtenances of the Ta- 
bernacle were conjoined and ſupported, may give this Sup- 
poſition ſome Degree of Probability. 
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6 Obſervations on the fir ſt Viſion 
Notice of, and which, indeed, greatly diſtin- 
guiſhed him from all the Prieſts of the Jew:/Þ 
Church; his Head and his Hair were white 
like Wool as white as Snow ; which was the 
Likeneſs af the Ancient of Days ; ; ſee Dan. vii. 
9. (and, therefore, is a fit emblematical Cha- 
racter expreſſive of his Son and Image, Heb. i. 
3. hs follows ſeems alſo to correſpond with 
Daniel's great Viſion of a certain Man; ſee 
Chap.x. 5, his Eyes were as a Flame of Fire, 
Clear and piercing; his Feet were like unto Fine, 
or poliſhed Braſs, glowing as if they burned in 
4 Furnace,(an Emblem of great Purity) and 
bis Voice wwas as the Sound of many Waters, i. o. 


emphatically great and important, v. 14, 15. 


This auguſt Perſonage, in the Midſt of 
te ſeuen golden Candleſticks, was in a peculiar 


and proper Station and Paſture ; having 1. in bis 


right Hand ſeven Stars : and out of bis Mouth 
went a ſharp two-edged Sword : and his Counte- 
Nance Was as the Sun ſhineth in his Strength, v. 


16. 


10, The ſeven Stars were, probably, the 
Lights of the Lamps, aſcending from the 


r which, from their Poſition and 


ptructure, exhibited. a glorious Appearance, 
not much unlike @ Conſtellation of Stars. See 
No. 6. and the Plate prefixed, It is certain, 
the Lamps were to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
Candleſtick, or from the ſeveral Branches on 
which they were /placed; ſee Exod. xxv. 37. 
and were, probably, made of other Materials. 
Calmet ſays (3G; L. A.M.) they were Cryſtal 

my 


| of St. Jo H N. „ 


Glaſſes filled with Oil, and fixed upon the 
Branches of the Candleſtick. And Joſephus; 
ſpeaking of this Candleſtick, ſays, that © from 
<« aſimpleBaſis it exalted itſelf to a vaſt Height, 
ce launching out in its Structure into as many 


Branches, as, according to Report; there are 
* Planets together with the Sun. And that it 


c put forth 'alſo ſeven Heads by one and the 


* ſame Series at equal Diſtances diſpoſed ; in 
« which were placed Candles (or Wicks) to 
<« diffuſe a Light, in each Head ſeven, corres 


ce ſponding to the Number of the Planets”. Vid. 


Court's Tranſlation of Jeſephus, Antiq. B. iii. 
Chap. vi. By this Account of Foſephus, each 
Lamp, thus pointed into ſeven Flames, muſt 
gleam like a Star; and the Lamps being com- 
pared to the Number of the Planets, in his 
Time, ſtrengthens this Obſervation, that the 


tighted Lamps were the ſeven Stars * of this 


Viſion. 


11. If the ſeven Stars were ſo many inde- 


pendent luminous Bodies, it would be difficult 
to conceive how this venerable Perſonage held 


them 


— " w ee 1 
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The High-Prieft's daily Buſineſs in the Holy Place, 
under the Law, was to dreſs and light the Lamps, rather 
than to walk about the Candleſtick, which was only ſub- 


ſervient to the Holding them forth. Now, if the ſeven 
Stars were a diſtin Appearance, we are not certain there 


were any Lamps in Viſion, but rather the contrary. When 
tis is duly conſidered, it heightens the Probability, that 


the Stars, here ſpoken of, were no other than the Lamps 


which appeared under that high Figure and Notion to tite 
Eye and Mind of St. John. 


3> 
: 
* 
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B Obſervations on the firſt Vifion 
them in his Hand. But, on the above Suppo- 
 fition, it is eaſily accounted for, vi. as he 
ſtood in the Midſi of the Candleftick, his right 
Hand had hold of the main Shaft which ſup- 
ported the Branches with their Lights. Sir 
Jaac Newton had the like Thought, where he 
fays, On the firſt Day of the ſeventh Month, 
in the Morning, the High-Prieſt dreſſed the 
Lamps: And in Alluſion hereunto, this 
« Prophecy begins with a Viſion of one like 
the Son of Man in the High-Prieſt's Habit, 
cc appearingas it were in the Midſt of the ſeven 
© golden Candlefticks, or over-againſt the 
«© Midſt of them, drefling the Lamps, which 
appeared like a Rod of ſeven Stars in his 
e right Hand”. Vid. Obſervations upon the 
Prophecies. p. 255. 

12. It will be no great Objection hereto, 
that he, who holdeth the ſeven Stars in his 
right Hand, is ſaid to walk in the Midſt of the 
ſeven golden Candlefticks, Chap. ii. 1. ſince the 

ſpreading Branches admitted of his Appearing 
in the Midſt of them, and of Walking too, as 
that Phraſe is expreſſive of his Motion in his 
Service, which was to go from Lamp to Lamp 
till the whole was dreſſed: For, till this began, 
he did not appear walking, Beſides, to walk in, 
fignifies, in the Prophetic Language, to move 
with, or to attend on, as Jehovab is ſaid to do, on 
the 1/raehtes, in the Wilderneſs, Levit. xxvi. 
12. which is applicable to the Chriſtian Church, 
2 Cor. vi. 16. and here to Chriſt with it, who 
will enlighten, guide, and protect it“. Waple. 
13. Nor 


| 


\ "of ct. Jo Rx. „„ 
13. Nor is the Poſture of holding the Shaft 
in his 75947 Hand, to be objected to, as unfit 
for the Service of Trimming the Lamps, ſince 
equivalent to the Golden Snuffers, which the 

Aaronical Prieſts were wont to uſe on the'Oc- 
caſion, was a ſharp t1wo-edged Sword, which 
went out, .as if formed By the Words, of the 
Mouth & of the Perſon in Viſion; an Inſtrument, 
this, fitted to pierce, divide, and cut either Way, 
as he pleaſed, and an Emblem of the Poon 
ful me of God, Heb. iv. 12. 

St. Jobn moreover. diſcovered a moſt 
refalgont Brightneſs in the Perſonage preſented 
to him in Viſion, and Splendors tranſcendently 

lorious, inherent i in, and iſſuing as from, him- 

f; his Countenance was as the Sun ſhineth in 

bis Strength, darting Beams of Light and In- 
fluence all around him f. 

1 5. No Wonder, therefore, St, Fobn ſhould 
be truck with Dread, and ſo far overpowered 
as to faint, and ſwoon away, at ſuch an Ag- 
rance. So majeſtic a Prieſt, with like Qua- 


ifications and Furniture, never was ſeen 3 N 


When I faw bim, Laber his Feet as dead. 
+ 16, How- 


* 
— — N — — ee eee 


* As the Text does not ay He held the Sword in his 
Mouth, I ſuppoſe it to be formed, waved and directed, by 
what he utterpd. 

+ The Attitude of this gloriousand Prieſt-like Form, in 
the Midſt of the ſpreading Branches, Iimagine to be ſome- 
what ſideways, bis right Hand to the Shaft of the Candle 
ſick, and his left Hand outwards ; and St, John ſo ſeated 
on the Floor, before him at a ſmall Diſtance, as, on turn- 
ing about his Head, to ſe * the Voice, to behold at 
once all the Apparat as. 


#: 
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10 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
16. However, he ſoon found, to his Com- 
fort, that the ſublime Dignity of this Perſonage 
did not elevate him above Compaſſion. He 
kindly raiſed and ſupported the Apoſtle in his 
Extaſy : for, letting go his Hold of the Stock or 
Shaft of the Golden Lamp- Sconce, he /aid 
bis right Hand (which before held the ſeven 
Stars) upon me, ſaith St. John, ſaying unto me, 
Fear not, v. 17. | ; 
17. As St. Jahn was greatly ſurprized, no 
doubt he was equally: ſollicitous to know who 
the Perſon in Viſion was. And as, probably, 
be had not Courage and Boldneſs enough to 
aſk, the Perſon which appeared ſeems volun- 
tarily to have given him the following Intima- 
tion, fo wit, that he was (or did repreſent and 
rſonate) a Prieſt of a very eminent and ſin- 


gular Order: Tam the firſt and the laſt ; one, 


who was of great and diſtinguiſhing Note in the 
Church; I am he that livetb, even tho I was dead, 
and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen.— 
and, who was now inveſted with Power in the 
bigheſt Degree; and I have the Keys of Hell * 
and of Death, v. 18. St. Jobs could not fail of 
applying theſe Characters to his Lord and Ma- 
ſter, nor miſs in the Application. | 


1 


Hader. Literally it ſignifies, but what we ſee not, 
or what is out of our Sight. And as the Word of which 
«< it is compounded fignifies alſo to know, as well as to ſee, 
„it may further ſignify that State of Things which lies 
« without the Compaſs of our Knowledge.” Vid. Her- 
Diſcourſe concerning the Redeemer's Dominion, p. 8. 


of 8. Jae N. 0 
18. It is certain, this was not an Appearance 
of Feſus Chrift in his own proper Shape or Form, 
nor an exact Si militude of him. The Diſciple, 
who lay in his Boſom, was too well acquainted 
with him to be ſo greatly terrified, and Death- 
ſtruck, at the Sight of him. After his viſible 
Aſcenſion ; recorded As iſt. Jeſus, whom the 
Heaven muſt receive until the Times of Reſti- 
tution f all Things, himſelf never properly 
and perſonally appeared perhaps to any one. 
In the ſubſequent Viſion which St. Fohn ſaw, 
where the Scene is changed, Jeſus is repreſented 
by the Hieroglyphic of a Lamb: I beheld, 
and lo, in the Miaſt of the Throne, and of the 
four Beaſts, and in the Midſt of the Elders, flood 
a Lamb as it had been flain, having ſeven Horns 
ang ſeven Eyes, Chap. v. 6. The ſeven Horns, 
iſſuing forth, one over each Eye, formed a 
Crown on the Head of the Lamb. A moſt 
ſtrong and lively Image, and Emblem, of per- 
fect Innocence rewarded, and governing with 
Knowledge and Power | This is the Object 
which, St. ahn ſaw, was worſhipped by four and 
twenty Elders, and the Beaſts, and many Angels, in 
Number ten thouſand Times ten thouſand, and 
Thouſands of Thouſands, v. 11. And under which 
Device Jeſus is finely repreſented as diſcloting, ; 
and executing, all the Purpoſes of God, in the 
Church and World, down to that Period of 
Time called the Marriage of the Lamb, Chap. 
xix. There, indeed, begins a new Scene, and 
Jae, is again repreſented by a human FoRN, 
| G 1 1 | 


12 Obſervations on the firſt V. fon 


very awful and glorious; ſee v. 11-17. But 
neither is that a real Appearance of Chrift him- 
ſelf in human Shape. 

19. If it be then aſked, what we ſhall call 
the human Likeneſs, that here perſonated Jeſus 
Chriſt? I anſwer, his Angel. It was a Meſſen- 
ger ſent by him, to St. John, to diſcover his 
Care and Regard for the Churches, as their ro yal 
Head and Prophet. He ſent and fignified it he 
bis Angel unto his Servant John, Chap. i. 1. 

20. The extraordinary Appearance and ſplen- 
did Imagery, preſented bk St. ohn, were 
eee to — his Attention to the 

important End to which it was directed, as well 
as to excite his Obedience to the more explicit 
Order he received to note and particularize the 
Viſion: Write the Things ubich thou haſt ſeen, 
or, take a particular Account of the Ima 

preſented to thine Eye; and the Things which 

are defigned to be thereby repreſented to the 
Underſtanding ; and the Things x which ſhall be 
bereafter heard and dictated to thee by way of i 
moral Uſe and Inſtruction, v. 19“. 
ee Nas" 21. And, 
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* The Viſion, which St. John is again bid to write, is 

here 1 gs divided into Things paſt, preſent, and 
future. rite the Things which thou NAS ſeen, or 
what had 125 the Object of his Senſes, the great Voice, the 
golden Gandle/ticts, the Likeneſs of abe Son of Man in the 
Midſt, with the ſeven Stars. (2.) Write the Things which 
ARE, or the Myſtery of the Things ſeen, to wit, the ſeven 
Stars ARE the Angels of the ſeven Churches, and the ſeven 
cabal, which thou ſatugſi A R E the ſeven Churches. (3. 
Write the Things which Shall be HEREAFTER 3 
OWS. 


of St. Joun. I3 

21. And, for the more eaſy Comprehenſion 
of the Subject, St. John hath a Key given him. 
What he /aw, or the Things he had ſeen, is intitled 
to him, THE MYSTERY ; denoting ſome- 
os = what 
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follows touching the Angel of each reſpective Church, ta 
wit, unto the Angel of the Church of Ephefus, write, Theſe 
Things, &c. Do not theſe three different and diſtinct Parts 
evidently. belong to this Viſion ? If this be granted, the 
Application of them to the whole Book of the Apocalypſe 
is, in this Place, wrong. To which wrong Application, I 
conceive, it is chiefly owing, that our beſt Commentators 
have ſlid over the three firft Chapters as over Matters 
purely Hiftorical ; not feeling themſelves on prophetical 
Ground, nor nicely regarding the Grandeur and Propriety - 
of the Images which are obvious all the Way. That I 
may appear leſs pertinacious in differing from my Superiors, 
and in reſtraining this D:ftin&ion of Things to the fir ft Vi- 

fon, and, if olüble, obviate an Objection that may be made, 
from Chap. iv. 1. I add, that I find the learned Dr. 
Wells, from the Alexandrian and many other HSS. and 
ancient Verſions, has corrected the Engliſb Tranſlation in 
both Places, reading them thus: Chap. i. 19, Mrite there- 
fore the Things which thou haſt ſeen, and the Things which, 
are, and the Things which ſhall be AFTER THEM. Chop. 
Iv. I, Come up hither, and I will ſhew thee Things which 
muſt be AFTER THIS, In the Former, THE THINGS 
which ſhall be AFTER THEM, are what relate tothe Stars 
and Candleſticis, and muſt, I think, be meant of the Epiſ⸗- 
tles unto. them, and could have been underſtood of nothing 
elſe, if the Book had ended with the itid Chapter. In the 
Latter, THE THINGS Which ſhall be AFTER THIS, re- 
late to the Time of that Viſion, and reſpect Events abſo- 


lutely ee 
4 This Title, as well as the Uſe of the myſtical Cha- 
racters and Images, that after occur, is ſufficient, one 
would think, if not to ſet wholly aſide the literal and hiſfo- 
rical Hypotheſis, to ſhew at leaſt, that there is ſomething. 
$rophetical in the three fir/? Chapters of this Boa. * 
1 8 — ther 


14 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
whatof the Nature and Kind of this prophetic 
Viſion; that ſecret Wiſdom was veiled under the 
Figures, which were defigned as Emblems, or 
Jymbolical Cbaracters, expreſſive of other Things: 
And the particular Explication, or Key, where- 
of, is this, the ſeven Stars are the Angels of the 
ſeven Churches, and the ſeven Candleſticks which 
tou ſaweſt are the ſeven Churches, v. 20. 
22. By this it is plain, the ſeven Stars and 
the ſeven golden Candleſticks are myſtical Cha- 

racters. But the Key has Difficulties which 
will not a little perplex us, without a particu- 
lar Obſervation thereof, and a nice Adjuſtment 
of the Signs to the Things ſignified. 

23. In order, therefore, to keep clear of 
all Ditficulties, we obſerve, from No. 10, 11, 
that the Lights on the Branches, by which the 
Holy Piace was illuminated, were wont to be. 
compared to, or appeared to St. Fobn like, a 
Con/tellation of Stars. Now theſe Stars are 
called Angels. This is agreeable to the Doc- 
trine of ſome of the moſt ancient Philoſophers, . 
and Myſtagogues, who aſcribed Spirits to the 
Stars, as the Chineſe do at this Day. A Doc- 
trine favoured by the Poetic Language of the 
ſacred Books, in which Language, or Style, all 
Prophecies are given. Thus in Fob. xxxviii. 7. 
A New the — Stars ſang . and all 


ther thoſe Commentators, who have ſtrictly — 150 to 
the typical and prophetical Hypotheſis, in their various Ex- 
plications of theſe Chapters, have, indeed, yet diſcovered 
the AMuſtery, it becomes not me e to ſay. 


te 
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the Sons of God ſhouted for Joy. And TFudg. v. 
20. They fought from Heaven, the Stars in 
their Courſes fought againſt Siſera. Hence they 
are called the Hoſt of Heaven *. N. B. Hoſt 
ſignifies an Army, and is applied in Scripture to 
a Multitude of People aſſembled, either ciuil or 
religious, comp. Exod. xxxviii. 8. Numb. ii. 4. 
Dan. viii. 8, 13.) And a Star, and an Angel, 
are Characters for the ſame Subject, Rev. ix. 1, 
11. inſomuch that we read of mighty Angels 
in flaming Fire, 2 Theſſ. i, 7. He maketh bis 
Angels Spirits, bis Miniſters a Flame of Fire, 
Pſal. civ. 4. Heb. i. 7. Here is, then, no more 
of the Marvellous and Wonderful than the 
Subject was wont to bear among the Orientals: 
The Stars are Angel. | 

24. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the 
ſeven Churches. The Word, Angel, is, origi- 
nally and properly, a Name of Office +, and 

: not 
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* The Hef or Stars of Heaven, in God's Promiſe to 
Abraham, Gen. xv. 5, were made Signs and Types of his 
Poſterity. Before their Paſſage out of Egypt, they were 
called, by God, mine Armies, and the Hoſts of the Lord, 
Exod. vi. 26. vii. 4. xii. 41. A Character after appropri- 
ated to their numerous A//emblies, of Worſhip, as well 
People as Prieſts, Exod. xxxviii. 8. Numb. iv. 23. Where- 
fore I incline to think the Aſſemblies, in the Synagopues and 
Temple, are repreſented, Dan. viii. x0, by the Heft of 
Heaven, and the Stars, ſome of whick the /ittle Horn of 
the He-Geat caft down, and ſtamped upon them: and the 
rather, becauſe v. 12, it is ſaid, and an Hoſt was given 
againſt the Daily. This was verified in Antiochus Epi- 
+ Chambers's Cychpedia. 


— — 
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16 O&/ervations on the firft Viſion 
not of Nature. In the Pagan Theology, or 
Doctrine of Demons, every Nation and People 
had their Tutelary or Guardian Angels, to 
preſide over and protect them. The Sep- 
tuagint are ſuppoſed to countenance this Notion, 
who read Deut. xxxii. 8, thus: Men the 
Lord ſeparated the Sons of Adam, he ſet the 
Bounds of their Habitation according to the Num- 
ber of the Angels of God . And it is certain, the 
Bulk of the Jeus, as well as Gentiles, fancied 
that even particular Perſons had their Genii or 
Angels. But be that as it may. Our preſent 
Concern is with Revelation and Viſon. And if 
we enquire, what Office Angels, therein, ſuftain? 
We ſhall find them to be, not neceſſarily literal, 
or real and/ſubſtantial, but ymbolical, Beings : 
i. e. they ſtand not for themſelves, but do g- 
niſy and repreſent other Beings, or Subjects, 
whoſe Angels they are ſaid to be. Thus, the An- 
gel of the Lord, that appeared to Moſes, at the 
Buſh, Exod. iii, perſonated God moſt High : and, 
in Mrael's Journey out of Egypt, it is ſaid, the 
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hanes, who put a Garriſon in the City of David, to over- 
ook the Sanctuary, and ſuppreſs the Worſhip of God 
there, 1 Macab. i. 33. By the Prince of the Hoſt, v. 11, 
the Jewiſb Rulers or High Prieſt might be intended; but 
their Emblems were, I think, of an higher Orb, the Sun 

or Moon. : Y. 
In Times paſt, all Cities had their Genius's, in Hon- 
our of whom Temples and Images were erected; ſee 
Euſeb. B. concerning the Martyrs of Paleſtine, Chap xi. 
with Valeſ. Note (q). Yea, every Place, whether Mood, 
Mountain, or River, had its Genius, to whom Rites of 
Worſhip, in the Gentile Superſtition, were uſually paid. 
„ Lor 
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Lord went before them; that is, by his Angel, in 
a Pillar of Cloud and of Fire, Chap. xiii. 21, 
Xiv. 19. In all thoſe Appearances, the Angel 
of God was his Repreſentative, and ſuſtained the 
Name, Title, and Authority of Febovab himſelf 
and was known and diſtinguiſhed by he Angel 
of bis Preſence, Exod. xxiii. 21. JJ. Ixiii. g. 
Again; in a Viſion of Zachariab's, the Angel 
of the Lord, before whom (the Body of Mo 955 
or the Levitical Conſtitution, under the Sym- 
bol of) Joſhua the High Prieſt ſtood, repre- 
ſented 5 Lord, Chap. iii. 1, 2. And the Lord 
faid unto Satan (who ſtood at Yoſbua's right 
Hand to reſiſt him) The Lord rebuke thee, O 
Satan, even the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem 
rebuke thee : tbe, by good Authority, he, who 
ſaid thus, was Michael the Archangel, Fud, 
v. 9. In this Book of the Revelation, the Son 
of God has his Angel; ſee No. 18, 19; who 
appears for, repreſents, and perſonates him, and 
aſſumes all his glorious Qualities and Attributes, 
Bap. i. 17, 18. So, alſo, great and illuſtrious 
Bodies have their Angels to repreſent and per- 

bnate them. Thus, in the Book of Daniel (the 
firſt of the inſpired Writings wherein a Name is 
given to an Angel) it is ſaid of Michael, the 
great Prince, has he ſlandeth for the Children of 
Daniel's People, Chap. xii. 1. 7, e. this is the 
emblematic Character, in that Viſion, of the 
People of Mrael, as the Prince of the Kingdom 
of Perfia,is the emblematic Character of the 
Pee, Prog le, Chap. x. 13, 21. And fo here, 


the /even Satie andes have their ſeven An- 
D gels, 


24 ö 
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gels, who ſtand for, repreſent, and perſonate, 


them, in his Vifon, and who are charged with 


all. their Affections and Tempers. This is ſo 


very clear, that the Angels of the Churches repre- 


ſent the Churches, that what, in this Viſion, is 
written unto the Angels, is expreſly ſaid to be 
what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, It is 
from Viſion and Revelation we muſt learn the 
Notions of Prophecy ; and the Terms and Ex- 
preſſions made uſe of by Daniel will help us na- 
turally to open and explain St. Jolm 5 cage. 
But to proceed with our Key. 

25. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the e- 
ven Churches, i. e. ſymbolically (as we have a- 


bove ſhewn) theſe and for and repreſent the 


Churches ;) and the ſeven Candleſtic-łs which thou 


yowey are the ſeven Churches, 1. e. ſymbolically 


too.“ The main Queſtion ariſing here is, Why 
are theſe myſtical Characters /wwgf0/d? Certainly, 


not to puzzle and perplex an honeſt Enquirer. 


A Revelation, not to be underſtood, is, proper- 
ly, 10 Revelation. But as human Language 
has it's Defects, and one Term is not ee 


FACS. © 
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©" 4 he 83 and rei of the ſame Subject un- 


der two different Symbols, if not ſufficiently ſignified by | 


the Title given, (the Myſtery of the ſeven Stars and the 
ſeven golden Candleſticks, v. 20.) does, however, appear 
by the U/e that is made of each Symbol. Still and 


 Artifice, in a prophetic Scheme of Revelation, is no more 


an Objection to its being of God, than the like is in the 
Works of Nature; eſpecially as it is not calculated mere- 
ly to ſurprize, and excite n but N other 
valuable | 1 
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of all Properties in a Subject; ſo have Symbols 
their Defects. Hence the 7wo Witneſſes, in an- 
other Viſion, Chap. xi. 4, have a twofold 
Character. To apply this to the Symbols be- 
fore us: e. g. The golden Candleſticks bear no 
Similitude of Intelligence, but as they hold forth 
Ligbt, and, ſeparate from that Uſe, are not ade- 
quate Images of the Churches. They are paſ- 
ſive Subjects, wrought according to a certain 
Model; and tho' they beſpeak Wiſdom and 
Deſign in their Formation, and may be 
Emblems of well-compacted Bodies, yet they 
fall ſhort of being compleat Symbols 20e n, and 
for whom, Action and Perception are to be re- 
preſented, as in this Viſon. Here the Churches 
were to appear properly active as in a Drama; 
and, to that End, as having each a diſtinct Per- 
ſonality. Now Light, in the Scripture Style, 
fitly denotes an animating Principle ; whence 
ve read of the Light or Lamp of Iſrael, which 
the Men of David feared would be quenched in 
his Death, 2 Sam. xxi. 17. and Light is put for 
the Underſtanding or Fudgment, even for the 
moſt perfect, Matt. vi. 23. 1 John i. 5. And 
no Character can, perhaps, better perſonate 
Churches, than that of Angels; Beings, of an 
heavenly Order and Original, whoſe Office of 
Power and Truſt, in the Government of the 
World, has generally been thought great. If 
it be then aſked, V bat do the Candleſticks pecu- 
liarly denote ? We muſt remember, the ſeven 
Candlefticks-only are to be conſidered that were 
the OhjefF of Viſion. Any ſeven Candleſticks 

́ff  > e e 
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will not ſerve to open and explain the Subject. 
The ſeven Candleſticłs wH ICH THOU SAWEST 
are the ſeven Churches. Theſe are ſpecially 
to be regarded, which were made after tbe 
Pattern ſhewed to Moſes on the Mount, Nei- 
ther the Purity of the Metal, nor general Uſe 
of the Candleſticks, ſeem ſo much to the Pur- 
pole of a Key to the Myſtery, as their particu- 
lar Shape and Formation. And what 1s peculi- 
arly denoted, and pointed out, by theſe ſeven, 
is, the Conftrudtion, Order, and Regularity, of the 
Scheme in Viſion. This will appear as we go 
on. The Sum is, Angels and Candleſticks are 
Joint. Symbols. The Churches being to be per- 
ſonated, informed, and directed, that is done 
by aſcribing Intelligence and Polition to the Lights 
on the Branches, and calling them Angels: Un- 
der which Name, or Notion, each Church is 
collectively con fide red, and addreſſed to, in the 
following Inſcription, UNTo THE ANGEL 
or THE CHURCH, which is common to every 
 epiſtolary Section. This Obſervation will cabily 
account for any Tranſition we may meet with, in 
thoſe Sections, rs the Singular to the Plural 
Number, as Chap. ii. 10, 14, 1 F. iii. 1, 5. 
. It muſt not be concealed that the learned 
« Dr. Prideaux * obſerves, that the Miniſters 
* of the Synagogue, who officiated in offering 
* up the public Prayers, being the Mouth of 
* the Congregation, delegated from them, as 
e their Repreſentative, Meſſenger or Angel, to 
60 ee to 4 in Prayer for ems was there. 
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&« fore in the Hebrew Language called Shehach 
ce Zibbor, that is, the Angel of the Church.” But 
that the Name and Notion of Angel, here, is 
borrowed from the Synagogue, rather than from 
Moſes and the Prophets, tew that are acquainted 
with the prophetic Writings, and the Connecti- 
on between thoſe of the New and the Old Te- 
ſtament, will, I believe, yield their Aſſent unto, 
— Certain it is, the Lamp (here called a Star, 
and Angel) was appropriated to a. Church, as 
17s Sign: © In the Greek Church (faith Mr. 
« Deaubuz, p. 107) in the Conſecration of a 
* Biſhop, among other ſymbolical Ceremonies, 
* there was a Lamp delivered to him repreſent- 
* ing his Church, and to the Patriarch of Con- 
e ftantinople a double Lamp, ſignifying the Pa- 
* triarchal Church, which was delivered to him 
by the Emperor,” And the Churches of the 
Vaudors have for their myſterious Device, faith Mr. 
Waph,p. 48, na lighted Taper in aCandle/tick. The 
Ground or Reaſon whereof may be derived from 
our Lord's Diſcourſe on the Mount: Ye are the 
Light of the World. A City, that is ſet on an Hill, 
cannot be bid. Neither do Men light a Candle, and 
put it under a Buſbel, but on a-Candleſtick, and 
it giveth Light unto all that are in the Houſe. 
Let your Light ſo ſhine, &c. Matt. v. 14, 15, 
16. We will only obſerve farther, that if it 
were true, that the Angels were the Miniſters 
and Paſtors “ of the Churches, an Objection 
but th e 


r 


* The Gentile Churches, in their Inſancy, don't ſeem 
to have been under the Rule and Government of ated 


Faſtort; 
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to extraordinary ſingular Honour done to them, 
or to their being placed in too eminent a Station 
in Viſion, is removed; ſince, by No. 10, 11, 
the ſeven golden Candleſticks are as much in 
Chriſt's right Hand, as the ſeven Stars. 

27. Enough has been ſaid to ſhew, in gene- 
ral, the my/tical Nature of the /7 fon, and the 
Notions exhibited by the principal Sights and 
Appearances therein. But there are other Mat- 
ters of Knowledge for our Entertainment. Af- 
ter St. John had taken his Account of the Fi- 
gures, or Images, which make up the Body of 
this emblematical Piece, he was commanded to 
write ſeveral Sections, by way of Inſtruction and 
moral Uſe ; and theſe make, what is called, the 
Soul of the Device. Theſe Writings are in the 

epiſtolary Style, being dictated by the Perſon re- 
x07 Mp Jeſus Chriſt, whilſt he was trimming 
and dreſſing the ſymbolical Branches, and are, 
in Form of Schedules, to be annexed to the Bran- 
ches, for the Inſtruction of thoſe whoſe my- 
ſtic Characters they reſpectively are. 

28. We have, then, the three Parts of which 
the Scheme exhibited in Viſion confiſteth, viz. 
the Symbols, the Notions they expreſs, and the 
e (or Epiſtles) belonging to 3 which 


Paſtors ; but had their public Affairs gd by their 
Prophets and ſpiritual Perſons from among themſelves ; for 
this, ſee Dr. Mhitby's general Preface to the Epiſtles, p. 34. 
And, when they had fixed Officers, there appear to have 
been * ſeveral Biſhops, as well as Deacons, in one particular 
Church; ſee Phil. i. I. | 


are 


of St. JohN. 23 
are otherwiſe termed, to St. Jobn, the Things 
which thou haſt ſeen, and the Things which are, 
and the Things which ſhall be after them, v. 19. 
Theſe all go together, and make up one zntire 
Scheme of prophetic Revelation. | 
29. In examining the ep:/tolary Part, it is, 
therefore, neceſſary that we bear in our Eye, 
and Mind, the 25 former, i. e. the Things that 
are ſeen, and the Things that are expreſſed ; placing 
all in their proper Order, annex ing each Schedule 
to the Star, or Angel, after whom it is written. 
For it is evident, that, the Scene is kept open *; 
and each Church is here addreſſed to, by Chriſt, 
under ſome Character, or Imagery, appropriate 
to his myſtic Form; and the Churches are de- 
{cribed, and have Motives given to them, in Al. 
lufions and Metaphors taken chiefly from the Sce- 
ner. 

7 G. Wherefore, the better to initiate our- 
ſelves in, and comprehend, the My/tery before 
us, where every Thing, or Appearance, is /g- 
mficant, and bears ſome Connection with; or 
is illuſtrated by, the inſtructive Epiſtles, Unity 
of Time, Place, and Action muſt be regarded, 
with every Circumſtance we can collect. And, 
beſides what has been noted already, of the par- 
ticular Work and Buſineſs which the Sacerdotal 


— 


* The inaccurate and unhappy Diviſion of the Book of - 
the Revelation into Chapters, that here follows, in a good 
Meaſure obſtructs our View of this Viſion, and ſpoils that 
Connection offthe Parts, what God hath joined, that ought 
not to be put . | 3 
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24 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
Form was about, to wit, frimming the Lamps , 

it is highly probable, that, of the ſeven Lamps, 
which burat all Night, only three were renewed 
in the Morning: See Patrick on Exod. xxvii. 
20. The Prieſts were obliged, ſaith Foſe- 
« phus, Antiqg. Book iii. Chap. 8, twice a Day 
« (7. e. before the Sun roſe, and before it ſet} 
to renew the Lamps with purified Oil; three 
« of which, in Reverence to omnipotent POo.]- 
tc er, were kept ſhining upon the ſacred Candle- 
« ſtick all the Day, and the reſt were lighted 
« on the Evening.“ The three, thus diſtin- 
guiſhed, are ſuppoſed to be that at the Top, and 
the two middle Branches on the Sides of the 
Shaft. See the Cut per fixed, F. 1,4, 5. This 
Suppoſition is ſupported by the Authority of the 
learned Rabbins, and others, who have curiouſly 
examined into theſe Matters of Joo Anti- 

ui 

- ” . As the ſeven Candle Picks are the ſeven 
Churches, i. e. ſymbolically; each Church has it's 
07071 peculiar Symbol, We ſhall find the Ephe- 
fan Church hath one peculiarly appropriated to 
it [THY CANDLESTICK] and therefore, if 
there be any Analogy and Decorum obſerved, the 
other fx Churches muſt have their reſpective 
Cundleſticłs alſo. Now, as we cannot poſſibly 
ca the Parts TY rhe beer. without e 


** le 8 "4 1 * 


— 


The Service of the ewiſh Ab in dreſſing 
the ſeven Lamps of the golden Candleftick, I apprehend to 
be the true Ground Plot upon which this n in- 
| OG" Viſion is formed. 


4 = which 


2 
* * — 


* 


ua en Ce. 
which Symbol belongeth to this, and which to 
that, Church; nor, indeed, diſcover the Beauty 
and Propriety of ſome of the Metaphors, and 
 Allufions, in the Schedules that are written af- 
ter, and appertain unto, the Symbols— the Spe- 
culation is neceſſary, and will not be altogether 
dry and uſeleſs to thoſe who will read and bear 
tbe Words of this Prophecy, | 
{ 32. We will then regard the Candi eſtick, as 
ſeen by St. Fobn, in its ſeveral Parts or Bran- 
ches, in the Order we ſuppoſe an Artiſt would 
obſerve, beginning at the Top, and proceeding 
from Right to Left; which, being the Manner 
of reading the Hebrew Characters, may be a 
| probable Way to peruſe theſe myſtic ones with 
Truth and Exactneſs. At the ſame Time we 
will conſider the ſeveral Epiſolary Sections, in the 
Order in which they are written ; which we 
find agreeable to the Geographical Order of the 
Places whence the Churches are denominated, 
as appears by a Map of the Country; inſo- 
much that, if a Meſſenger were diſpatched from 
St. John, at Patmos, to thoſe Churches, he 
would naturally travel firſt to E pbeſus, as be- 
ing the neareſt, then to Smyrna, and ſo on to 
Laodicea, without going out of his Way. But, 
| in examining theſe Epiſtolary Sections, it muſt 
| be remembered, we have to do with Pieces of 
t Antiquity, to whoſe myſtical Nature or 
elation, Tims. different Cuſtoms, various Gloſſes, 
&c. have added greater Obſcurity : and, there- 
fore, we muſt be ſatisfied with forming probable 


Gagel of their ſeveral Contents. | 
E — 33 = 
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33. The fir/t Candleſtick, among the ſymbo- 
He Branches, belongs to the Church at Epheſus; 
which City was the Metropolis of the Procon/ular 
Ajia. This Candleſtick (ſee the Cut, X. 1.) is in 


the Miaſt of the Sconce, or at the Top of the Sa, 


which the High-Prieſt, in Viſion, has Hold of, 


with his Hand. For, tho' he ne his Charge 5 


for a Moment, to recover the Apoſtle from his 


ecſtatic Fright; fee No. 16; he had now reſumed | 
it, and begins his Work with the firf# Lamp, in 


drefling which, he pronounced the following 
Documents, for the Uſe of the Church repre- 


ſented under that Angelical Star, which St. 
John was bid to write And which arg 


1s as follows : 


U nto the Angel of 2 Church . 


Epheſus. 
55 HES E Things ſaith he that Hol D- 
i ETH the ſeven Stars in his right 


Hand, who walketh in the M1nsT of the ſeven 


og golden Candleſticks.” — Here is recorded, to 
the Honour of this Church, their Labour and | 


Patience; (which is f̃ice mentioned, probably 


to ſhew the Notoriety, or a grateful Remem- 


brance, thereof; ) their Reſentment of Evil-doers, 
and their Vigilance in detecting the Fraud and 
Impoſture of ſome artful Men, who attempted 
to ſet up among them for Apoſtles and Leaders 
55 whom they had been fore warned by St. 

aul, As xx. 29, 30.) This it ſeems they 


did from aright Prins ple, and * therein: 
4 7 


of St. JOHN. 27 

« 7 know thy Works, and thy Labour, and thy 
« Patience, and how thou canſt not bear them 
cc which are evil: And thou haſt tried them 
« which ſay, they are Apoſtles, and are not; and 
ce faſt found them Lyars: And haſt borne, 
| © and haſt Patience, and for my Name's 

© SAKE baſt laboured, and haſt NOT FAINT= 
« ED, However, it is a Queſtion, whether 
the Love, which this Church once eminently 
bore, unto all the Saints, Epheſ. * i. 15, kept 
Peace with their Zea/ for Purity. In the Warmth 
| of Paſſion, againſt Corruptions in Doctrine and 
Worſhip, it looks as if they had loſt their Cha- 
rity :. *©, Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat againſt 
<« thee, becauſe thou baſt left thy firſt Love. 
The Duty, preſcribed them, is, Confideration 
and Amendment, backed with a Threatening, 
to eſteem them no longer as the irt and beſt 
Church in Ala, or to that Effect: Remem- 
&« ber therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
c repent, and do the firſt Works ; or elſe I will 
lt is ſuppoſed, by Perſons of good Skill in Critique, 
that what is commonly called the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
was, moſt probably, the Epiftle to the Laodiceans, men- 
tioned Col. iv. 16. See Dr. Benſon's Hiſtory, Vol. ii. Chap. 
IO. Se, 7. If ſo, this Text is of no Authority in this 
Place. But ftill, it deſerves to be conſidered,” whether the 


= Remiffion of Love, in this Church, can be juſtly thought 


to be any other, than an Abatement of their former Bene- 
volence and Charity towards Chriſtians of other Commu- 
nities : For, for the Sake of our Lord Jeſus, and in Re- 


ſpect to him, they eminently endured Afflictions, and ex-* 


erted themſelves hitherto without any Coolneſs and Indif- 
fereney, he himſelf bearing them this Teſtimony : And 
for my Names ſake haſt laboured, and haſt nat fainted. 
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28 Obſervations on the firſt Vifion 
« come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
« Candleſtick ou r oF HIS PLACE, except thou 
e repent.” — To qualify the ſevere Rebuke a- 
bove given, it is acknowledged, that, all their 

Reſentment was not miſplaced: © But this thou 
ce hoſt, that thou hateft the Deeds of the Nico- 
* laitans , which J alſo hate.” A Parable 


— 


„* 
_— — _— * * 3 


* 


* Tf this was not a Nickname for ſome Epicureans, 
from their ſaying Nrcolah, i. e. Let us eat, or we ſhall cat, 
according to the Conjecture of the learned Dr. Lightfoot ; 
Vid. his Works, Vol. ii. p. 662, 756.) but ah erat 
Se is hereby denoted : all Antiquity will agree to place 
Nicolas the Deacon at the Head of it, however it may dif- 
fer about the particular Share of Guilt he had therein. 
«© He had a Wife who was very handſome ; and, in Imi- 
cc tation of thoſe that aimed at a great Degree of Perfecti- 
c on, he left her to live in a State of Continence. Epipha- 
«© nius ſays that he did not perſevere in this Reſolution, 
«© but took his Wife again, and, in order to juſtify his 
«© Conduct, he advanced Principles that were contrary to 
« Truth and Purity, He plunged himſelf into Irreguſari- 
<« ties, and gave Beginning to the Set of the Nicolaits, 
cc to that of the Gnofiicks, and to ſeveral others, who, 
<< following the Bent of their Paffions, invented a thou- 
© ſand different Sorts. of Crimes and Wickedneſſes. But 
«© Clement of Alexandria, more ancient than Zpiphanius, 
cc. expreſſes much Efteem for Nicolas, and relates the Af- 
« fair quite otherwiſe. The Apoſtles, ſays he, having 
< made ſome Reproaches to Nicolas, as being too jealous 
& of his Wife, he cauſed her to come before them all, 
cc and declared that any one might eſpouſe her that pleaſed. 
« This Declaration, which he made in pure Simplicity, 
< and without due Reflection, was only deſigned as a 
cc Proof of the little Attachment and Paſſion he had for his 
« Wife; and in Reality J have been informed he never 
& cohabited with any other Woman. And as for his Son 
„ and his Daughters, who lived very long, they always 
5 remained in perfect Virginity. But ſuch, as were glad 

| „ to 


T 
or Similitude, of an important Nature and De- 
ſign, was ſeldom drawn by Feſus, in his Diſ- 

| ; ; n 


— 


« to uſe the Pretence of his Authority, vindicated them- 
<< ſelves by what he had done, in order to abandon them - 


„ ſelves to all Sorts of Irregularity. Theſe Hereticks 


4 grounded themſelves, as the ſame Clement reports, upon 
c Word that Nicolas let fall, that the Fleſh ought to be 
4 abuſed. By which he meant nothing elſe but that we 
c oughtto ſuppreſs our Inclinations to Senſuality and Con- 
c cupiſcence, and to mortify the Paſſions and the Impetu- 
« ofities of the Fleſh; - whereas theſe Diſciples of Pleaſure | 
« explained theſe Words according to their Senſuality, and 
cc not according to the Meaning of this apoſtolical Man.?” 
Calmet, Art. NI C. From the moſt favourable Part of 
theſe two Accounts, are not the following Circum- 
ſtances plain (1.) That Nicolas put away his Wife to live 
ſingle. << In Imitation of thoſe that aimed at a great De- 
c gree of Perfection, he left her to live in a State of Con- 
c tinence”. St. Clement, who mentions the inadvertent 
Declaration he made concerning his Wife, that any one 
„ might eſpouſe her that pleaſed,” does not fay with Epi- 
pPbanius, he ever took her again, but, as he was inform- 
<< ed, he never cohabited with any other Woman.“ (2.) 
That he juſtified this Action, ſaying, << that the Fleſh 
© ought to be abuſed.” This, Clement ſays, was one of 
his Apophthegms or pithy Speeches, whereby he. taught 
Continence, and an Abſtaining from Pleaſures. (3.) That 
his Example was followed by his Children and others : 
„As for his Son and his Daughters, faith Clement, who 
& lived very long, they always remained in perfect Vir- 
« ginity. But ſuch, as were glad to uſe the Pretence of 
his Authority, vindicated themſelves by what he had 
& done, in order to abandon themſelves to all Sorts of Ir- 
& regularity.” From theſe Circumſtances and the Ap- 
propriation of his Name to a Se#, is it not natural to 
conclude, that Nicolas was the Patron of Celibacy, the 
firſt married Man who ſet up the Profeſſion of Conti- 
nence in the Church? If Nicolas meant no more by the 
Word he let fall, whereon thoſe Hereticks grounded them- 
” ſelves, 
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30 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
courſes, without calling the Attention of the ao:Je 
or well-diſpoſed Auditor thereto, in a proverbial 


Sentence *, borrowed, perhaps, from the Schools 


of the ancient Sages, or Prophets, in awakening 
their Scholars, Jai. I. 4, which we ſhall here, 
with an Addition expreſſive of the prophetic De- | 


ſign, find common to every Device: De that 


te hath an Ear, let him hear what the 
cc Spirit ſaith unto the Churches.'— 


The remarkable Situation of the Lamp, which 


the High-Prieſt is, in Viſion, trimming and dreſ- 
fing, and which is in the Mig and Center 
of the ſymbolical Branches, is the Ground of 
a fine Alluſion to what our firſt Parents loſt, 
by their Apoltaly, and which is here pro- 


— — 


Pro as the ſame Clement reports, that the High ef to 


be abuſed, than ** that we ought to ſuppreſs our Inclina- 
<« tions to Senſuality and Concupiſcence, and to morti- 
ce fy the Paſſions and Impetuoſities of the Fleſh :** —Was 
not this, with the Action of leaving his Wife, a Begin- 
ning or Foundation for Monkery to be grafted on in 
After-times ? To diſregard the Deſire of Women, or the 
Duty of Marriage, was an expreſs Character of the great 
Apoſtaſy, which began early to work, Dan. xi. 37- 
1 Tim. iv. 3. And, if Nicolas preſerved himſelf chaſte, it 

was more than thoſe, who pretended to juſtify res 
from his Example, did, they being, if the Accounts of 
the Fathers may be depended on, a _ diflolute and 
impure Sea. the Whole : Neither the honeſt Re- 
pute, nor miraculous Gifts, nor Wiſdom or Knowledge 
which recommended Nicz/as to the Office of Deacon, 
Hs vi. 3, 4, 5, were ſufficient to ſecure him, in future 
Life, from acting at leaſt a fili Part. Aonkery, if 
that was the Thing, even under the Sanction of Nicelas's 
Name, was exceeding hateful to Chriſt. 

Matt. %i. 15. Xii. 9, 43. Mark iv. 23. vil. 16. 


Lat viii. 8. xiv. 35 
miſed, 


+", e own”: -- 
miſed, by Way of Motive, to be given to the 
ſacred Conqueror in the Chriſtian Exerciſes: 
« Jo him that OVERCOME TH * will I give ts 
© eat of the Tree of Life, which is in the Miaſt 
© of the Paradiſe of God,” Ch. ii. 1-8. 

34. The /econd Candleſtick (ſee the Cut, & 2.) 
which is the higheſt Branch on the right Side 
of the golden Shaft, belongs to the Church in 


1 
PE 


* The Olympic Games, whofe Glory was at this Time 
fpread all over the World, Nero, the Roman Emperor, 
himſelf being a Competitor in them, and which were cele- 
brated in the Mother Country of the Afiatic Greeks, 
ſeem to have afforded the divine Author of this Prophe- 
cy ſome very apt and beautiful Similes ; for, from the 
Conquerors in thoſe Games, is, I apprehend, this Cha- 
rafter taken, Him that overcometh, which we meet with 
in the Epiphonema or Concluſion of every of theſe Epil- 
tles; and alſo the more excellent Rewards, which are 
here propoſed to ſuch an one, are, I apprehend, taken ei- 
ther from Metaphors eaſy and familiar to the Cuſtoms in 
_ thoſe Games, the particular Circumſtances of the Churches, 
or to the Scene in Viſion. — Having ſeen the learned and 
ingenious Diſſertation on the Olympic Games, juſt publiſh- 
ed, I will enlarge this Note by the following Quotation, 
which cannot fail to heighten the Probability of the a- 
bove Sentiment, as well as pleaſe my Reader, and pre- 
pare him for ſome other Thoughts: Theſe were the 
„% Gymnaſtic and Equeſtrian Games; to the Conquerors 
«© in which the Olympic Olive, being offered as an hono- 
© rary Reward, ſoon kindled among the ſeveral States 
© of Greece ſuch an Emulation and Ardour to excel 
<< in all the various Exerciſes, of which they conſiſted, 
*c that there was ſcarce a Town of any Note, either in 
« Greece itſelf, or in the Colonies of Greet Extraction, 
<< ſettled along the Coaſts of fa and Africa, in the Je- 
«© nian and Ægean Iflands, — in which there was not 2 
& Gymnaſium, or School of Exerciſe. Diſſert. p. 154. 

Smyrna: 


* . I 


32 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
Smyrna; the Light wherepf is the Star, or 


Angel, to whom the ſecond Section is in- 


| ſcribed. 


95 ute FA Angel of the Church in 
Smyrna. 


The facerdotal Form, in Vifion, in 1 his Con- 
cern with this Lamp (which was, perhaps, 
preſently to 5 it till the Return of 
the Evening, ſee No. 30.) and in dictating 
the Things pertaining thereto, takes his Cha- 


rafter from the Account before Sen of him- 


ſelf to St. Jn, ſee No. 17. 


HES E Thin rs ſaith the firſt and the 
9 laſt, who was Hay and is alive — 
Terms, deſcriptive of the Character peculiar 


to Jeſus Chri/t; the one everlaſting High- 


Prieſt of the Cbriſtian Church, and expreſſive 
of his great Eminence, and Change of State, 
from Suffering to Glory ; and are well ſuited 
to recommend himſelf to the moral Genius, 
Condition, and Circumſtances of this particu- 
lar Church. For, the Chriſizans, at Smyrna, 
are recorded to be eminent in all the Virtues 
of the divine Life: © I know thy Works, and 
 & Tribulation, and Poverty; | but thou art 

+2 ; 3 as 1s it not probable, by what fol- 
lows, that they had been reproached, and ma- 
liciouſly ded by the Jeus, the pretended 
People of God, who dwelt at Smyrna ? © And 


85 1 know the Blaſpbeny of them, who 4 they 


% a, 


| that, as an 2 


ee are Jews, and are not, but are the Syna- 


« gogue of Satan.” Taking theſe Adver/aries 
for Fews, literally (which we may do con- 
ſiſtently with the Language of Prophecy, be- 
cauſe of their Rejection, as well as with the 

then State of Things *) is not the following @ 
Prophecy, of font greater Sufferings, of this 
Church, from, or by Means of them, but 
covertly expreſſed, under the Name or Notion 
of the Devil, the Patron, and ſymbolical Head, 

of Perſecutors ?— As alſo of the Space of 
Time, that would determine the Violence of 
their Rage ? % Pear none of thoſe Things which 
&« thou ſhalt ſuffer : Behold, the Devil ſhall 
* caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that ye may be 


% tried; and ye yur: have Tribulation Þ ten 
Shay * 


— 905 GY 


8 
* In the circular Epiſtle of the Chirch of Smyrna, 
concerning the Martyfdom of St. Polycarp (which hap- 
pened about Anno 147) they take particular Notice of the 
Fetus joining the Heathen in the Cry againſt him; and 


bing with them, * * lent their Aid 
he Jetos eſpe- 


in collecting Materials for the Fire: 


| © cially, according to their Cuſtom, with all Readineſs aſ- 


&« fiſting them in it.” Vid. Biſbop Wake's Genuine E- 
ce Piſiles, p. 244. 

+ © Commentators are much divided as to the Import 
ce of theſe ten Days, ſome underſtanding thereby to be 
« denoted only a /hort Space, others a long Space, ac- 


| * cording as the Hypotheſis requires, which they go by. 


66 * or my own Part, I think it evident, that, if this E- 
piſtle be conſidered as relating . to the State of 
60 « be Church of Smyrna, then this Expreſſion of fen 


« Days is tc be taken in a literal Senſe, or ſo as to de- 
« nate a ſhort Time. But, if this Epiſtle be conſidered 
| | F e ty pi 
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34 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
% Days.” | As this. is ſpoken of, and to a 
Church, may not ten of its own ſpecial Days 


be intended ? Thoſe I take to be conventional, 


or, as the Jewiſb Ecclefiaſtical Days were 
called, Days of holy Convocation for ſolemn Aſ- 


ſemblies. If this be granted, a Day, here, may 


ſignify the - Church's Weekly Feftiuity, and 
anſwer to that, the Lord's Day, whereon this 
prophetic. Viſion was given; ten of which will 


include the Space of ſo many Weeks :—*< Be thou 


ee typically and ſo prophetically, then the faid Expreſſion 


& of ten Days is to be taken in a prophetical Senſe, or 
c ſo as to denote ten Years, or a long Time.“ Dr. 
Fells's Annot (n) in Loc. Now, if we can diſcover, with 
any Degree of Probability, that the three firſt Chapters 
in this Book partake at the ſame Time of an 1 
and prophetical Nature both; May we not form ſome o- 
ther Conjecture, different from either of the foregoing, 
of the Import of the ten Days? For, if the Perſecutions 
of the Chriſtians, in thoſe early Times, were chiefly 
local (vid. Wake's Prelim. Dif. Genu. Epiſt. p. 70.) and 
not of long Continuance ; but ſome ſudden Fit of An- 
<< ger in the Perſecutors, often occaſioned by the Cla- 


«© mour of the Heathen at the Time of their public 
„„ Shews; the Fews being their principal Accuſers ;” 


as ſays Mr. Daubuz ; the Series of ten Years cannot be 
admitted. And if it may be thought hardly conſiſtent 


with the Dignity. of Prophecy ſpecially to foretel ſo 


ſhort a Space of Affliction, as ten natural Days, to thoſe 
whoſe Profeſſion put them in conſtant Expectation there- 
of, it may be ſubmitted to the Conſideration of ſagacious 
Perſons, I hether a Storm of Pagan Fury and Rage, that 


 Fhould follow the Chriſtians at Smyrna, and incapacitate 


them to hold their religious Aſſemblies for ten Lord's Days 
ſucceſſivelß; may not well ſuit the Temper of thoſe 
Times, and well comport with, and be worthy the No- 
tice of, Revelation. | V 

| 155 ce faitb- 


P 
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& faithful unto Death *, and JI will give thee 
* a4 Crown Þ of Life.” Then follows the 
Sentence of Call to Attention, a Promiſe to 
the ſacred Victor, containing the Summary of 
what Chriſt gave in Charge to his Diſciples, 
Matt. x. 28. couched in Terms borrowed, 
perhaps, from the preſent Action of the High- 
Prieſt, in Viſon, in putting out their Lamp, 
and finely adapted to excuſe that, and the 
Ignominy of their Suffering. Be that 
hath an Ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, - He 
* that overcometh ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond 
« Na. 8-12 ion nf nnd 
35. The third Candleſtick, which is the up- 
permoſt on the left Side of the Shaft (ſee the 
Cut, F. 3.) belongs to the Church of Perga- 
mos; the Light whereof is the Star, or An. 


1 . 


PEI > 


— WW 


The Laws of Sparta (ſays the learned and ingenious 
Author before quoted) . commanded a Man to die or 
conquer. Diſſertation on the Olympic Games, p. 73. 
+ The Olympic. Crown was a Chaplet compoſed of 
the Branches of a wild Olive. To enhance the Value 
of theſe Olive Chaplets, and render in ſome De- 
cc gree worthy of thoſe Games, which by V 
„ nence were ftiled Holy, the Eleans pretende | 
«© Tree, from whence they were always, was ortginally - 
«© brought to Olympia, by Hercules, from the Country 


4 of the Hyperboreans.”” Tbid. p. 129. To excite 


4e the Emulation of the Competitors, by placing in their 
View the Object of their Ambition, theſe Crowns were 
& laid upon a Tripod, or Table, which, during the Games, 


„ was brought out and placed in the Middle of the Sta- 
©. dium, or of the Hippodrome, according as the reſpective 


++ Exerciſes required. 7b:id. p. 131. 
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36 Obſervations on the firſt Vifon 
gel, to whom the 7bird Section is inſcribed, 

Here let us obſerve one Circumſtance, fo wit, 

If the Candleſtick was the Height of a Man 
(and leſs we cannot well ſuppoſe it to be) as 

the glorious and Prieſt-like Form ſtood in the 

Midſt, holding the Shaft in bis Right-hand, 

when St. Fohn firſt beheld the Vin, this By 
Branch mutt be fronting his Face, and pretty | 

near in a direct Line with the Sword from 

his Mouth. This Circumſtance, we ſhall find, 

is obſerved, and alluded to, among the fol- 

lowing Things, =, rei 
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vs HES E Things ſaith he which hath 

* Þ| + the ſharp SwoRD with tu Edges.” 
This Church, which had given recent Proofs 
of its Fidelity, and produced a Martyr, viz. 

Antipas, was remarkably ſituated among wicked 
and potent Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, who dwelt at Pergamos, a City of Treas, 

very conſiderable in the Apoſtles Days *; 

which Adver/aries are connoted by their ſym- 

bolical Head and Patron, SATAN, who, in 
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* Tt was at Pergamos, as they ſay, that Parchment was 
invented, called thence Pergamena, Calmet; and was re- 
markable at this Time for, either the F-ws having ſome 
confiderable Intereſt in the Government of the City; or, 
according to the Rev. Mr. Pyle, its being greatl addicted 
70 Idolatrr. e Fl) 
„ a Viſion 


- ” is. 3 


a Viſion of Zechariah, Chop. iü. I, 3 for 
1 Adverſaries of the Servants of God, to re- 


d the Exerciſe of the Religion and Law of 


Moſes. *© TI know thy Works, and where thou 
4 gwelleft, even aubere Satan s Seat is: And 


« thou boldeft faſt my Name, and haſt not de- 


* nied my Faith, even in theſe Days wherein 
„ Antipas was my faithful Martyr, who was 
lain among. you, where Satan dwelleth,” — 
Though what is recorded of them, in gene- 55 
ral, is to their Praiſe; it ſeems, ſome particu- 
lar Members of this Society were tainted 
with thoſe looſe and impure Tenets with 
which the Church, in its early Age, was in- 
feſted; namely, that to feaſt with the Hea- 
then, on their Idol-Sacrifices, and to commit 
Fornication, were lawful ; Theſe were two of 
the Things, expreſsly prohibited by the Coun- 
cil at Feruſalem, Acts xv, and are here ſtig- 


matized by the Doctrine of Balaam : And the 


other, which is called the Do#rine of the Ni- 
nne 5 be ſuppoſed to be ny * v. 
that 

1 is very difficult, if not impoſſible, to ſay preciſely 
what the Doctrine of the Nicolaites was, that is here gen- 
ſured. Undoubtedly it was different from that of Ba- 
laam, before - mentioned; though a proper Diſtinction, I 
think, has not been always preſerved, As for the an- 
cient Fathers, who had a Reliſh for Monkery, and Caſ- 


tigations of the Body, it is not to be wondered if 
favoured Nicolas, and aſeribed other Principles and Prac- 


tices, more properly culpable in their Sight, to the Sect 


that went by his Name, than what they really held. And 
as for * ä of Rome, it is true, . never had 


the 


38 Obſervations on the firſt Viſion 
that t be Faithful are not bound to regard the In- 
Aitution of Marriage, and that the Fleſh outht 
to be abuſed by them. Principles, highly per- 
nicious to the Truth and Purity of the Reli- 
gion of Jeſus Chriſt: © But I have a few 
 «« Things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there 

* them that hold the Doctrine of Balaam, who 


ce tbe Children of Iſrael, to eat Things ſacri- 
« ficed to Idols, and to commit Fornication. So 
haſt thou alſo them that hold the Docrrine 
ce of the Nicolaitans, 4which Thing IT hate.” 
This Church, in general, being in Reputation, 
Intereſt, and Duty concerned, is, therefore, 
called to a ſpeedy Reformation touchin 
licentious Doctrines, or the Indulgence th 
had ſhewn to thoſe who held them; which ts 
enforced, by repreſenting the imminent Dan- 


*© taught Balac to caſt a Stumbling-Block before 


the Impudence to place Nicolas in the Calendar of Saints 
(a great Circumſtance againſt him, as Father Calmet 
himſelf confeſſes ;) but they have, as far as they could, 
quite reverſed what was judged to be his Crime; have- 
ing, by the Council of Placentia, Anno 1095, condemn- 
"ed certain Prięſis, Deacons, and Sub-deacons, by the 
Name of Nicolaites, who maintained that Marriage was 


we frame our ConjeQures ? If Nicolas's Folly and 
Inadvertency gave Riſe to this Sec, and really was what 
we noted above, No. 33. we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that they made ſome Improvement, and urged his Ex- 
ample fo far as to maintain, that the Faithful are not 
bound to regard the Inſtitution of Marriage, and that the 
Fleſh ought to be abuſed by them: I ſay, I think we. may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe the Doctrine e the Nicolaites, her 
cenſured, to amount to as much at leaſt as this. 


ger, 


lawful for them; ſee Calmet, Dick. NIC. How then 
! 


%, 


St. Ton n. 99 
ger, they were expoſed unto, from the Diſ- 
pleaſure of Feſus Chriſt, the Lord and Head 
of the Church, in Figures taken from the 
moſt awful Part of the Scenery :— ©* Repent, 
e or elſe Iwill come unto thee quickly, and will 
« fight againſt them with the SWORD or MY 
"2M * The Moti ves, which the Sentence 
of Moment introduces, are two-fold, being 
calculated as it were to qualify and balance the 
Severity of the Threatening ; the r/? being 
taken from what was contiguous to the Scene, 
the Manna that was laid up in a golden Pot, 
in the moſt ſecret Part of the Tabernacle, to 
be kept for the Generations of Mael, Exod. 
| xvi. 33, © as a ſure Memorial and Pledge 
* of God's Favour, Bleſſing, and Protection to 
* Ky People.” Vid. the Rev. Mr. Pyle in 
Loc. © Ye that hath an Ear, let him 
85 hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
« hurches, To him that overcometh will. 
* give to eat of the hidden Manna: — And 
the /econd being an Allufion to the Manner 
of conferring Reward in the Ofympicis, which 
was, by giving, to the er, and Conqueror, 
"a white Stone, with his Name, and the Value 
of his Prize, written on it, vid. Hammond in 
Loc. The Chriſtian Vittor being here pro- 
miſed, by the Lord and Judge of the Exer- 
ciſes, a Dignity ſurpaſſing all common Re- 
wards and Conceptions: And I will give 
ee him a white Stone, and in the Stone à new 
«© Name written, which no Man knoweth ſave- 


"0p * he that receiverh it,” v.12, 18, 
36, The 


40 O&/ervations on the 2 Hi ſion 
36. The fourth Candleſtick, according to the 


Order in which we have taken them, is, the | 


middle Branch of the three 'on the right Side 
of the Shaft. See the Cut, F. 4. This appertains 
to the Church in 7 byatira ; the Lamp whereof 
forms the Star, or Angel, to whom the fourth 
Seren belongeth. 


2 nto the Angel of the Church "" 
'E hyatira. | 


T HESE Things faith the Sor . of 
(0 God: This was the ſcenical Appear- 
ance of the glorious Form in Viſion, who was the 
Tmage, or Likeneſs, of that Repreſentation which 
Daniel ſaw, of the Ancient of Days, and, there- 
fore, called his Son; ſee No. 8.— © Who hath 
e 575 Eyes like unto a Flame of Fire, and his Feet 
« are like fine Braſs: — Emblems of great 
Knowledge and Purity. The Propriety of his 
aſſuming theſe Deſcriptions, in dreſſing the Lamp, 
and dictating the Things belonging to this Church, 
will appear, by what is enigmatically ex reſſed 
concerning ſome Points of a delicate Nature 
wherein they were blameable. But, firſt, the 
Progreſs which this Church had made, in the 
Chriſtian Life, is recorded to their Honour: 
« T know thy Works, and Charity, and Service, 
* and Faith, and thy Patience, and thy Works, 
« and the loft to be more than the firſt. "The 
Point, wherein they are blameable, ſeems to 
be a e of „ Some Seducer was 
permitted 


; ” ip 


— 


of St. JOHN, 3&5 


permitted to propagate falſe and impure Te- 


nets, in Favour of Fornication and 1dolatry. If 
the Women, at Myatira, held Aſſemblies ſome- 
times for religious Worſhip, apart from the Men, 

as, it is probable, they did at Grinth, and other 
Cities of Greece, ſee the Revd. Mr. 7. aylor on 
Romans, Notes, Chap. xvi. v. 1, might not the 
Perſon, here pointed out, and intended, be a 
Deaconeſs, called Fezabel, by way of Infamy, 
as well as to denote her Rank and Influence a- 
mong her Sex ? For ſome Perſons of Quality 
were among the firſt Diſciples in Alfa, As 
Xix, 30, 31. And ſome Woman, probably a 
Deaconeſs, had behaved herſelf very ill, and 
quite. out of Character, if not more than one, 
as we learn from St. Paul, 1 Tim. v. 15. F. 
ſome are already turned afide after Satan. Such 
ſeparate Aſſemblies for Devotion under the 
Management of a wanton Wife, or Widow, 
might be perverted to an Occaſion of much 
Evil. This St. Paul was well aware of, —and, 
therefore, directed Timothy (whom he had be- 
fought to abide at Epheſis, one of theſe Afia- 
tic Churches,' to ſettle their Affairs) not to ad- 
mit a Widow, for the future, into the Eccleſia- 
ſlical Miniſtry *, or Number of Deaconeſſes, 
under threeſcore Years old, 1 Tim. v. 9,-16. 
| The Myſteries of Ceres, among the Pagans, and 

other Idolatrous Feſtivals, which the Women 
celebrated, afforded great ae hats and 
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* See Dr. nnn, 1 Tim. v. Note (e). 
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42 Obſervations on the 2 Viſion 


Incentives to Lewdneſs. If the Propheteſs taught, 


that it was lawful for Chriſtian Women to join, 


with their Sex, in thoſe religious, but obſcene, 


Kites of their Country, that ſufficiently evinced 


a laſcivious Inclination ; and ſhewed, what the 
Depths were, (indeed properly Satanical ! ) 
which ſhe poſſibly might pretend to a Diſcovery 
of, in the Doctrine of Liberty. If theſe were the 
true Circumſtances of Things at Thyatira, this 
Part of the Epiſtle is plain enough to be under- 
ſtood : The Church was highly to blame, in 


_ permitting this Woman, who, probably lay 


under ſome apoftolical Cenſure, to aſſociate her- 
ſelf with, and to teach and ſeduce, ſome of their 
Members: Notwithſtanding, I have a few 

| | Is cc Things 


* << In the Church, or public Aſſembly, Women were 


not allowed to ſpeak or propheſy, there, by the Command- 


mentofthe Lord, 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 37, or ſo much as to aſk any 
Queſtion in the public Aſſembly, about what was taught, 
but are directed to conſult their Huſbands at Home: Much 
leſs were they allowed to teach the Men — But in their 
ſeparate Meetings, which conſiſted of none but Women, 
they are ſuppoſed, and allowed, to pray and propheſy; 
Vid. Taylor on Romans. Therefore the Perſons here 
termed, my Servants, whom this pretended Propheteſs 
taught, and ſeduced, were probably km thoſe of her own Sex. 
But if, as the Word, Servants, is in the Maſculine Gender, 
the Men are primarily intended, the Church was ſtill 
more culpable, in ſuffering 72zabel to teach where ſhe had 
no Authority; as well as to teach what was ſubverſive of 
good Morals, Virtue and Piety. * There are Commenta- 
tors of good Note, who, from other Copies, inſtead of 


Woman, read thy Wife Jezabel ; fo Dr. Wells, Daubuz, &c. 


If that Reading be preferred, T confeſs a great Difficulty. 


For, 


S þ04 N, 
Yhings againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt that 
« Woman Jezabel, which calleth herſelf a Pro- 
ec pheteſs, to teach and to ſeduce my Servants to 


| © commit Fornication, and to eat Things ſacriſic ed 


e unto Idols. And I gave her Space to repent 
© of ber Fornication, and ſhe repented not. — 
The Puniſhment of her, and her Accomplices, 
is threatened in Terms ſuitable to a looſe incon- 
tinent Behaviour : ** Behold, I will caſt ber 
into a Bed,” of Languiſhment, inſtead of a 
Bed of Lewdneſs, and them that. commit A.- 
« dultery with ber, into great Tribulation, ex- 
© cept they repent of their Deeds ; and T will 
« kill ber Children with Death.” —Temperance, 
Sobriety, and Chaſtity in the Female Sex, in the 
Matrimonial State, is encouraged with the Pro- 
miſe of Safety in Child-bearing, 1 Tim. ii. 15, 
but adulterous Practices are connected with 
Tribulation and Sorrow, Abortion and Death. 
An equitable Diſtribution ! and calculated to 
e.ſtabliſh the Authority of Chriſt, the Head of 

the Church, who knoweth the private Tranſ- 


For, if the Angel of the Church repreſents the Church, then 
not a ſingle Perſon, but the whole Female Aſſembly are 
characterized by Jezabel, which it is hard to ſuppoſe were 

all corrupted. But if the Angel of the Church was, or re- 
preſented, the Biſhop, the Biſhop's Wife muſt be intended, 
as they who follow this Reading do indeed ſuppoſe ; but 
then, his Character, before given, for an Increaſe in Vir- 
tue and good Works, ſeems to render it highly improbable, 
he ſhould permit his Wife to become a Proftitute to the 
Society, and a Patroneſs of Idolatry, as ſhe appears, at leaſt, 
not far from being, who is here deſcribed. _ | 
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actions of every ſeparate Aſſembly, however 


ſecluded they may be from common Obſervati- 


on: Aud all the Churches ſhall know, that 1 
* am be which ſearcheth the Rems and Hearts : 

% and I will give unto every one of eu AC- 
© CORDING TO YOUR Works.” What 
follows, on the Probability of the above Con- 
jecture, ſeems to be, an Addreſs to both Men 
and Women, in 7. byatira, who neither favoured 
the Doctrine, nor were initiated in theſe Depths 
of Satan, to preſerve their Purity and Chaſtity 
of Body and Mind, to which the Goſpel obliged 
them: But unto yon T ſay + the reſt in Thy- 
ce atira, As many as have not this Doctrine, and 
a which have not known the Depths (of Satan) 
& as they ſpeak ; Twill put upon you no other Bur- 
then * but” this , M bat ye have already, bold 
« faſt till. I come.” And, by way of Encourage- 
ment, they are promiſed, to have, and exerciſe, 

a much greater Authority, than that they were 
called to a in 1 _ to the cnt s Af- 


+ Which Rendering, by Dr. Wells, from the Alex. and 
other NSS. and Ver ſions, leaves but little Ground for the 


Notion, that the Perſons ſpoken to, in this Perſe, are of two 
Sorts or Orders; much leſs that it relates to the Church 


in two Intervals of Time 3 as ſome learned Men have 
conjectured. 

* A Phraſe for the heavy Things, which the ancient 
Prophets pronounced, concerning ſome Cities and Com- 
munities : but is applied; by Chrift, to his Doctrines and 
Commands, Math. xi. 30, which Chriſtians are to take 
upon them the Profeſſion and Fractice of. 

t So Dr. Well, | 

ſembly, 
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ſembly, or, over the Propheteſs, and the corrupt 
Members of their own Church, even to judge 
the World * : And be that overcometh, and 
« keepeth my Works unto the End, to him will 
4 I give Power over the Nations; (and he ſhall 
& rule them with a Rod of Iron: As the Veſſels 
&« of a Potter ſhall they be broken to Shivers ;) 
ce even as 1” ( according to the aforecited 


Words, from Pſal. ii.) ** receivedof my Father.” 


It was obſerved, No. 30, that of the ſever 
Lamps, which burnt all Night, on the ſacred 
Candleſtick, only three were renewed in the 
Morning. One of the three is ſuppoſed to 

to the Branch before us. If this be 
true, the Metaphor, in the following Motive, is 
taken from the preſent Action in Yifion, not from 
Heaven: And the Moral is, thereſolute faithful 
| Combatant, under the Care and Conduct of 
Jas Chriſt, ſhall for ever ſhine ; his Light 
ſhall never be extinguiſhed ; © And I will give 
« him the Morning Star + : Ye that hath 
e an Ear, let bim hear what the Spirit 


ſaith unto the Churches,” v. 18-4. 
37. The fifth Candleftich, which is the middle 


= Branch of the three on the left Hand, (ſee the 
| Cut, F. 5.) belongs to the Church in Sardis ; 

to whom the fifth Section apPeranags = which i is 
as follows, 


W 
1 8 


TIER 


| * See 1 Cor vi. 2, with Mr. Locke's Notes, where is an 
= Argument of St. Paul's, touching the I Perſon, not 
much unlike this. 

+ The Star of the Morning. Vid. Dr. Hammond. 
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46 CN on the firft Viſion 
Unto the 8 of the Church in 


Sardis. 
% HES E Things faith he that hath 
5 the ſeven Spirits of God and the ſeven 


e Stars.” This Viſon being one intire emble- 


matical Piece, or kind of painted Enigma, of 


all whoſe Parts ſome ſenfible Perception may 
be had; it may be enquired, what, and where, 
are the ſeven Spirits of God? and why are they 


Jeven? In Anſwer to which, we may take 


Notice, that the ſeven Spirits are here menti- 


oned in Conjunction with the even Stars. 


This Hint may aſſiſt us to find them out. The 
Stars are called Angels. To the ſeven Angels, 
are inſcribed ſeven Epiſtles, termed 7he J. bings 
which ſhall be after them, ſee the Note No. 20.and 
which are, as Schedules to be annexed to the HI. 
eroglyphical Branches. Theſe ep:ffolary Schedules 


contain the Soul of the whole Device, or Spirit 


of the Deſign. Before the Opening of the Vi. 


ſion, the ſeven Spirits are ſaid to be, before the 
Throne, Chap. i. 4, from whence St. John 
| wiſhed Grace wir Peace to theſe Churches; 


7. e. he "moſt affectionately deſired, that tac 


_ God was about to fay, unto. them, by this 


Scheme of prophetic Revelation, might iſſue 


in their Favour and Happineſs. After the firlt Þ 


View and Opening of- the Viſion, before the 


myſtic Form began his Action, of drefling the 
- Lampe, and before St, * Þegan to ꝛb ite, 


the 
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the myſtic Signs, and the Notions they ex- 
preſs, were all that were ſeen. and knowable of 
the Viſion. The eprftolary Schedules were not, 
as yet, indited : they were the Things which ſhall 
be hereafter, Chap. i. 19. Now, theſe being 
about to be introduced, the ſever Spirits are ſaid 
to be 207th the Form in Viſion : He hath the fe- 


ven Spirits of God; and was now about to 


diſcloſe the Sentiments of God, in what. re- 
garded the ſeven Churches, by dictating a like 
Number of Epiſtles, unto them; in each of 
which, what is written, is ſaid tobe, what iheSpirit 
faith unto the Churches : to which Remark due 
Attention is required, He that hath an Ear, 
te let him hear.” The Schedules, being once 
finiſhed, ſeem to be the Characters or myſtic 
Signs whereby the ſeven Spirits are exhibited &. 
And the Reaſon why they are /even, is here 
to be aſſigned from the Canadlaſticł, and the 
neceſſary Adjuſtment of Things thereto, rather 
than from the Number itſelf . The Spirit 


* As the Word, Spirit, is of great Latitude, and has 
many Acceptations in Scripture, the Meaning of it in this 
difficult Place may, perhaps, be illuſtrated, by St. John's 
Uſe of it, 1 Epiſtle, iv. 1. Beloved, believe not every 
Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of God : Becauſe 
many falſe Prophets are gone out into the World. Where, 
I think, it is evident, Spirits ſignify Doctrines or Schemes 
of Inſtruction. EY, | 3 

+ There is nothing can diſſerve Revelation more, than 
to make My/teries where there are none, and to multiply 


them where they are. From the Re/t of God, from Cre- 
| ation, on the ſeventh Day, the Number Seven was as it 


were conſccrated, and derived thence a kind of facred 
Character; 
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of Prophecy, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is but one; like 
the golden Candleſtick, which was but one Piece 
of Furniture, tho' it conſiſted of ſeven Parts or 
Branches: But, as the Branches ſtand for /even 


Character; ſo that, whenever it was expedient, in the 
Jewiſh Religion and Polity, to uſe ſome Number, that 
had generally the Preference. Thus the Blood of the Sa- 
crifices for Atonement before the Lord, and Oil and Water 
in other cleanſing Rites, were to be ſprinkled ſeven Times. 
The Land was to reſt every ſeventh Year. Seven Times 
even Years was the Year of Jubilee. Seven Priefts bore 
before the Ark ſeven Trumpets: &c. Hence it is eaſy 
to ſee, how this Number came to have a Plenitude afcrib- 
ed to it, and to be uſed to expreſs what was compleat and 
perfect: as the ſeven Eyes are the Eyes of the Lord, Zach. 
iii. 9. iv. 10. Agreeable to this, from the Prediction of 
the Tirir of God to reſt upon Meſſiab, Iſai. xi. 2, (where 
the Septuagint reckon up ſeven Gifts of the Spirit, vid. 
Lowth in Loc.) the Jews (ſays Dr. Lightfoot) ſpeak 
much of the ſeven Spirits of Meſlias. | 

The Deference and Regard paid to this Number, in the 
Old Teſtament- Prophecy, is fitly retained in the New; 
this Book of the Apocalypſe being obſerved to run, as it 
were, on Sevens;.to wit, ſeven Seals, ſeven Trumpets, ſeven 
Vials ; and here, ſeven golden Candle/ticks, ſeven Stars, ſe- 
ven Spirits. 8 

The ſeven Lamp- Sconce being to be the Type and Ima- 
ry in this dramatical Scene, ſeven Churches of Aſia are 
ſelected, to be repreſented thereby, whoſe Circumſtances 
beſt ſuited the general Deſign ; to whom ſeven Sections of 
Prophecy, given from God, for their Inſtruction and Uſe, 
are, analogically and with due Proportion and Relation to 
the Scheme, the ſeven Spirits of God, . 

I make this Note, in order to ſhew, that, whatever 
Balaam thought of ſome magic Quality or Power therein, 
who ſeems to have uſed it in his Divination againſt Iſrael, 
Numb. xxiii. 1, 14, 29. the Uſe of this Number may be 
accounted for in this Viſion, without aſcribing more of a 
myſtie Quality to it, than other Numbers are capable of. 

| Churches, 
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Churches, and with Propriety could be Images 
of no more; the Spirit having ſomewhat to ſay, 
to each in particular, either for their Reproof, or 

Correftion, or Inſtruttion in Righteouſneſs, — 

this is written, in ſo many Sections as there are 
Churches repreſented; which maketh, by a 

Transfer of the Name of = Cauſeto its Effect, 
the 3 an exact correſpondent Number. The 
ſeven Spirits of God, and the ſeven Stars, being 
with Chriſt, diſcover, how —— pleatly qualified 
he is to be the great Prophet of God to his 
Servants. He hath the ſeven Spirits of God; 
and the feven Stars, or angelical Images of the 
Churches, are with him alſo. He perfectly 
knows the Mind of God, with reſpect to them, 
as well as inſpects their particular Tempers and 
Diſpoſitions towards God; and, conſequently, 
may well demand their moſt ſerious Attention, 
| © Theſe Things ſaith he that hath the ſeven Spi- 
. God and the ſeven Stars; I know 
«* thy Works, that thou haſt a Name that thou 
« Jiveſt, and art dead” — — Alluding to the Sym- 
bol of this Church, which being the Branch 
iſſuing from the ſame Knop in the Shaft on the 
Left, as that of THYAT IRA on the Right, (ſee 
the Cut, F. 4, 5) is one of thoſe whoſe Lamps 
were perpetually burning in the Holy Place. 
| Thus, this Character belonged to the Sardian 
| Church in the hieroglyphic, as well as in the 
moral, or religious Senſe, Thou haſt a Name 
that thou liueſt. But their true internal Confti- 
tution gave both their Profeſſion, and Symbol, 


the Lye ; thou art dead. A Deſcription, ſhore 
ix and 


/ | 
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and poignant. Their virtuous Diſpoſitions were 


few and languid. That Righteouſneſs, which 
is their Light, appeared to be fo faint and dim 


as to be ſcarce diſcernible; bearing no Propor- 


tion to what their Lamp, and what their Pro- 
feſſion, was, before God; in reſpect to which, 
there was a vaſt Diſparity, a notorious Imper- 
fection. For, they, by their Calling, were ob- 
liged tobe watchful *; *; but were now on the 
Point of forgetting themſelves, going out, or 
dropping into a State of Inſenſibilityj: He 
© watchful, and firengthen the Things which re- 
* main, that are ready to die; for 1 baue not 
5 found thy Works perfect before God.” This 
is the Ground of the following ſhort, but pa- 
_ thetic, Exhortation, to an intire Change of their 
Diſpoſition and Conduct; which is urged 


from a Threatening, taken from the Conſequen- i 


ces of Danger, which a ſlumbering, inactive 
State expoſed them to. Remember there- 
ce fore how thou haſt received and heard, and bold 
« fai, and repent. If therefore thou ſhalt not 
„ wwatch, I will come on thee as a Thief +," 
© and thou ſhalt not know what Hour I will come 
non thee.” From this dull, lethargic State 
of Religion, in Sardis, a few particular Mem- 
bers only are excepted, who had not thus ſtain- 


— 


* Matth. xxiv. 42, 43. XXV. 13. 

I Chrift's, or the Day of the Lord's, Coming as a Thief, 
denotes, as well as the Surprize, the Loſs or Damage they 

will ſuſtain, thereby, on whom he, or it, ſo cometh : Wit- 

neſs his deſolating e on the Jeruiſb Nation. 


2 
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ed and ſullied their Profeſſion, but preſerved 


its Splendor, and to whom a ſuitable Reward 
is promiſed: Thou haſt a few Names even 


| « 7a Sardis, which have not defiled their Gar- 


« ments; and they ſhall walk with me in White, 
for they are worthy.” What follows is a 


| Promiſe, or Motive to form the genuine Chri/- 


tan, viz. that he ſhould be clad in the Garb, 
and enrolled among the Number of Prieſis 
and ſacred Perſons; and, as the Herald pro- 
claimed the Conquerors Name, in the Grecian 
Games, publickly, he ſhould have honourable 
Mention made of his Name, before God, in 
Heaven: He that overcometh, the ſame ſhall 
« be cloathed in white Raiment ; and I will not 
= © blot out his Name out of the Bopk * of Life; 
| © but Iwill confeſs his Name before my Father, 
and before his Angels. Pe that hath an 
„Car, let him hear what the Spirit 
« ſaith unto the Churches,” Chap. iii. 

38. The ſixth Candleſtick (ſee the Cut, §. 6.) 
is the loweſt on the Right-hand, and apper- 
tains to the Church in Philadeiphia: The Light 
of which is the Star, or Angel, to whom the 
Leib Section is inſcribet. 


I will not ſay, this is an Alluſion to the Regifter of the 
Olympic Conguerors; but, I may ſay, ſuch Regiſter was 
regarded as their Book of Life ; what perpetuated their 
Memory, their Names and Exploits being written there- 
in: And ſuch an one has the ſain Lamb, of all his Fol- 
lowers, from the Foundation of the World, Chap. xiii. 8. 
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1 nto the Ang el of the Church in 
Philadelphia. 


HESE Thi ngs ſaith be that is boly, 
 % e 
bs of David ; be that openeth, and no Man ſhut- 
e zeth; and ſbutteth, and no Man openetbh. — 

Theſe Characters belong to the Prieft-like 


Form in Viſion, or to the Perſan of Feſus Chri/t, 


repreſented thereby; the two former, de- 
noting his eminent Purity and Faithfulneſs ; 
and the latter, his Power, which he hath, 
as Lord and Head of the Church. What 
was promiſed to Eliakim, the Fligh- Prieſt, 
the Son of Hilkiah, viz. the Key of the Hauſe 
of David, 1/az. xxii. 22. (which Key was the 
Enfign of the Office of Hi igh-Treaſurer in the 
Jeuiſb Kingdom) is, —_ the Perſon in Vi- 
fion, among tbe Keys of Hell and of Death; 
ſee No. 17. A fit Emblem of the Power, 
and Juriſdiction, of Fe/us Chriſt, both in the 
Church and World! The Reaſon of notify- 
ing this, thus particularly to this Church, 
ſeems to be, that Meaſure of Liberty and 
Protection, Countenance and Encouragement, 
which che Chriſtians at Philadelphia then en- 
joyed, from the civil Magiſtrate, and which 
they are directed to obſerve as a remarkable 
Inſtance of God's governing Providence :— 1 
% know thy Works. Behold, I baue ſet before 


ee tber an open Door, and no Man can ſhut it.” 


J. d. I have difpofed Matters in ſuch a Man- 


—@ ba... 


ner 


1177. 
ner for you, as a Perſon in great Authority 
doth, for the Enlargement and Happineſs of 
a Friend; procuring you Liberty, for the Ex- 
erciſe of your holy Religion, ma all the 
Attempts of your Enemies. And this favour- 
able Indulgence ſeems to be granted them, 
= becauſe of their Uprightneſs and Integrity : 
F thou haſt a little Strength, and bo kept 
= <© my Ward, and baſt not denied my Name.” 
be former is, probably, an Alluſion to their 

Lamp; their good Works were canſpicuous, 
and — like a 1 Gs I wi 

tee of Brightneſs; which is farther explained, 
Hou boft kept my Ward, been faithful 2 2 
ſacred D. I made amongſt you of my 
Goſpel, Laws of which. thou haſt ob- 
ſerved; and haſt not denied my Name, or acted 
a timoraus, baſe, and unworthy Part in Re- 
gard to me, in a Time een 


For thou haſd a little He. So Dr. Helle. 
prevailed, in general, among the Aſian Churches, ſoon 
after their firſt Planting, may be collected, not only from 
what St. Paul foretold, to the Elders of the Church of 
Epbeſus, at Adiletus, As xx. 29, 30. For I know this, 
that after my Departing ſhall grievous Wolves enter in a- 
mong ou, not ſparing the Flock. Alſo of your own ſelves 
Aal. 2 ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away 

Diſciples after them - But, from what he ſays to Timothy, 
| 2 Epift. i. 15. as of a Matter public and notorious, This 
thou %, that all they which are in Aſia be turned 
Sw from me; oh they have turned me off; Whitby in 

-0C. They had, it ſeems, rejected him as an Apoſtle, 
and were for Cephas, or John, or for perhaps ſome Ju- 
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It is probable that the Fews, who about this 


Time were diſperſed all over Aſa, and who 


were the firſt and moſt virulent Enemies to 


the Primitive Chriſtians, had here, as well as 
at Smyrna (ſee No. 34.) a Synagogue ; and that 
they behaved with great Inſolence and Pride 
towards the Ph:ladeſphian Church, boaſting 
of a better Inſtitution, and ſuperior Privileges, 
although now in a State of Reje&#ion. What 
follows is, I humbly - conceive, a Prophecy re- 
lating to them, in which the High-Prieſt, in 
 0Fijon, engages aſſuredly * to mortify them in 

a moſt ſenſible Manner: Behold, I will 

e make them of the Synagogue of Satan (to wit, 

'* who ſay they are Jews, and are not, but do 
ec lye) behold, I will make them to come and 
"« worſhip before thy Feet, and to know that 1 
* have loved thee.” This is followed by an- 
other Prophecy, concerning an approaching 
Storm of Perſecution, or ſome great Evil, 
which was gathering, and ready to break, 
over the Jewiſh World, or elſe over the whole 
Roman Empire; during which, this Church 
is promiſed a ſpecial Protection: Becauſe 


daizing Teachers, in Oppoſition to him. Which makes 
it but too evident, that the Church was not that cha/te, 
unſpotted Virgin, during the Life-time of the Apoſtles, 
that ſome of the Ancients and almoſt all Moderns talk of. 
A Repetition, in Prophecy, is emphatical, and ex- 
preflive either of the Notoriety of the Thing; the Degree 
of Approbation or Diſapprobation, in which it is held; 
or, of the certain Accompliſhment of what is predicted 
concerning it. 8 | | 
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ce thou haſt kept the Word of my Patience, 
(the Goſpel, the Promulgation of which ex- 
erciſed my Patience in the greateſt Sufferings) 
« T alſo will keep thee from the Hour of Temp- 
« tation, which ſhall. come. upon all the World, 
“ to try them that dwell upon the Earth. Bee 
« hold, I come quickly: Hold that faſt. which 
« thou baſt, that. no Man take, thy . Crown.” 
The Morive to form the Hero, according to 
the divine Plan of the Goſpel, is here couched 
in ſeveral Metaphors taken from the Statues 
and Monuments of Glory, which were uſu- 
ally erected to the Conquerors in the Olympic 
Games: Him that overcometh will 1 make, 
« @ Pillar in the Temple of my God; a Sup- 
port as well as Ornament in the ſacred Build- 
ing; and he ſhall go no more out; be ſub- 
ject to no Change or Remove, as ordinarily 
Statues are, or as the Star, or Light of this 
Candleſtick, did, by Day; ana, for an In- 


Z ſcription to perpetuate his Fame, 7 will 


« write upon him the Name of my God,” to 
| whoſe Honour, and in whoſe In/t:tutions, he 
entered himſelf a Combatant, and became Vic- 
L- for ; and the Name of the City of my God, 
of which Society he is free; which ig new 
« Jeruſalem ;” and © which,” in Point of its 
high Original and Deſcent, © cometh down out 
« of Heaven from my God; and I will write 
<« upon him my new Name. < De that hath 
f ; | | cc an 
* A new Name, ſeems to be that which belongeth to, 


or is expreſſive of, a new State: And an Attribute for a 
Name, 


« an Ear, let him hear what the Spi⸗ 


« rit faith unto the Churches, v. 7.— 


„5 | i 
39. The ſeventh, and laſt, of theſe ſym- 
bolical Branches, belongeth to the Church of 
the Laodiceans, and is the loweſt on the left 
Side of the golden Shaft: (ſee the Cut, F. 7.) 
The Light or Lamp on this Branch is the 
Angel, after whom the ſeventh Section is in- 
ſcribed, which is as follows: 7 
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Dey ſhall ſay unto me, What is bis Name? What fbalt 1 
fay unto them? And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, I am 


THAT I AM.— Thus ſhalt thou ſay to —— Bun 
lame 


rael, I AM hath ſent me unto yon. In this Book the 
of the God of Chriſt (the Character, or Impreſſion 
whereof, this Pillar is to bear) ſeems that whereby his 
neceſſary Exiftence or Eternity is deſcribed; Chap. i. 4 
Him which is, and which was, and which is to come. 
_ Chriſt's new Name is no Secret, or it could not be a 


| - Motive to Fortitude and Victory. Did he not tell it 


himſelf, to St. John, Chap. i. 18? Though, without 
mentioning it again, explicitly, in the Epiftles; to an 

one particular Church. A Particle of Note he then pre- 
fixed : Behold! I am alive for evermore. | This, I ap- 
prehend, is that new Name of his, which Chriſt wi 
write upon this Pillar. The Inſtruction is, the  Attri- 
butes, whereby Chriſt is known and diftinguiſhed, are his 
People's Security ; or, as himſelf has better expreſſed it, 
John xiv. 19. Becaufe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. 
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Unto the Angel of the Church of the 


Laodiceans. | 


\HESET, bing s ſaith the Amen, the 

e and * Witneſs, the Be- 
» of the Creation of God.” — The Place 
| of this Symbol among the Branches, and the 
Order conſequent thereon, in which this Church 
is addreſſed, may be one Reaſon, why the 
Form in Vifien here took upon him this par- 
ticular Title, Theſe Things faith THE AMEN. 
The Wiſdom and Condeſcenfion of Jeſus 
Ghrift, as a Teacher, partly appeared in his 
adapting himſelf unto, and putting himſelf as 
it were on a Level with, his Audience. The 
Church at Laodicea was not mean and con- 
temptible, or leſs ſignificant, becauſe of the 
Order in which they are placed in this dra- 
matic Deſign. . Rather than that ſhall offend 
| and give them Umbrage, the Angel, the Re- 
preſentative of Chri/t's Preſence, attends, and, 
as it were, follows after them, in the 2M ery, 
as the Amen, in a Form of Devotion ; the 
concluding So be it, of this prophetic Scl ene 
| of Revelation in particular, and of all the di- 
vine Purpoſes, Promiſes and Threatenings to 
the Churches :—I ſay, this may be one Rea- 
ſon of Cbriſt's being "Aled the Amen, in the 
laſt Part of this dramatical Piece. But this is 
not the only Reaſon ; for, as it is a Term of 
Aſſeveration, or ſolemn Affirmation, which 


Sefus was wont to uſe in ſome of his Diſ- 
1 courſes, 
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en, 


courles, [Verily, Gr. Am fay unto you, &c.] 
he may aſſume it for bis Title, to ſhew the 
Certainty of thoſe Matters here revealed by 


him. What followeth will explain this: 


Theſe Things faith the Amen, the faithful and 
true Witneſs ;— he who may be depended up- 
on, and who will not atteſt a Falſhood ; the 
Beginning of the Creation of God, who was in 
the Beginning with God, and by whom God 
made all Things, ſpiritual or mundane; John 
L 1, 2, 3. and, therefore, what he hath to 
fay, concerning you, deſerveth and demandeth 
your ſuitable Regard :—* I know thy Works, 
&« that thou art neither cold nor hot * I wou 

„ | | ' Zhou 


* 


As our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his Parabolical Diſ- 
courſes, was wont chiefly to allude to preſent Things, 
and not to run far for Matter for Type and Allegory 
(ſee Sir Iſaac Newton's Obſervations, Page 148.) it may 
deſerve Conſideration, whether the Qualities, of Cold and 
Heat, here, ate to be applied to Liquids; Water being 
remote from the Scene. Beſides, if this is literally, in the 
Hieroglyphicks, an Addreſs to, under the Notion of an 
Angel, the bright Extremity of the Lamp, which the 


High- Prieſt in Viſion was trimming (ſee No. 27, 29.) 
may not theſe Qualities be applicable, and fitly underſtood 


of an Alluſion, to the Flame or Light? A very learned 
Perſon informs me, the Word, here rendered hot, is de- 
rived from a Verb, whoſe Participle occurs, As xviii. 
25. Rom. xii. 11. which js tranſlated fervent. Beſides, if 
the High-Prieſt, in Viſion, was trimming the Lamps, 


_with a ſharp two-edged Sword from his Mouth, accord- 
ing tp Ne. 13; might not the Emiſſion, threatened, be 


rather the Sword (with which, from out of his Mouth, 
he would proveke and agitate this dull and liſtleſs Church,) 


than the Church itſelf, or its Symbols? With that, it is, 


— 


of St. JOHN. 39 
<« thou wwert cold or hot, So then, becauſe thou 
art lukewarm,” (liſtleſs and indifferent, want- 
ing an earneſt Paffion and Fervour of Spirit) 
6 will ſpew thee out of my Moutb. The 
Reaſon of this Treatment follows: Becauſe 
« thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed with 
«© Goods, and have Need of Nothing ; and 
c knoweft not that thou art wretched, and mi- 
S © ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” - 

They were, it ſeems, ready to deſcribe their 
State in the common Proverb of an affluent 
Man; 'whereas a Picture of the greateſt Indi- 
gency beſt expreſſed their Likeneſs. All that 
was ill ſeems to have belonged to the Caſe of 
the Church of the Zaogiceans, except the Want 
of a Friend, which they had in the Perſon 
of the High-Prieft in Viſon, who was over 
the Treaſury; ſee No. 38. and who, befides 


= the rich Mefals and YVeftments, and Medicinal 


and other Unguents, in which the Treaſures of 
the Ancients chiefly conſiſted, which were at 
his Diſpoſal, bore a real Affection and Con- 
cern for their Welfare: T counſel thee to buy” 
li. e. to procure by a proper Application; ſee 


1 ee erer Jai. lv. 1, 2.) © of me Gold 


. in the Fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; 
nd white Raiment, that thou ue be. 


* 


— 


he threatens to fight 3 the corrupt Members at per- 
| gamps,. No. 35. And, by what follows, in this Section, 
it ſeems, their Carrettion; and not Rejection, was in- 
tended. This I ſubmit to the nn of my Supe 


riors. 


1 2 4. cloatbed, 
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<« chat bed, and that the Shame of thy Naked- 
* neſs do not appear; and Salue to anoint thine 
Hes, that thou mayeſt ſee. As many as 1 
* fove I rebuke and chaſten : Be 1 
& fore, and repent.” — In reſpect to this in- 
bac. he _ and to thoſe who would 
prove in "Wiſdom thereby, he familiarly re- 
ee himſelf under a Parable, of a Perſon 
_ knocking at a Door, giving ſome ſenſible Alarm, 
to gain Admiſfion, in order to feaſt his F riend : 
« Behold, I fland at the Door and knock: 
„ any Man hear my Voice, and open the Da 
& T will come in to bim, and will ſup with 
« him, and be with me.” Then follows the 
Motive to finiſh and perfect the illuſtrious 
Chriſtian Cambatant, drawn from the Pattern 
of him whom the Firm in Viſon exhibited: 
% To, him that overcometh will 1 grant td * fit 
« with me in my Throne , even as J alſe 
* overcame, gw jr am fat down with my Fatber 
„in his Throne, He that hath an Ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit faith 
«* unto the Churches.” v. 14—ult. 
40. There are two Circumſtances, - in the 
Epiſtles, which could not wholly eſcape the 
Reader's Nome. The os e to _ 


mn ch. _ 


2D Thi tt . 


was one Reward generally conferred on the Conquerors 
in the ſacred Games. Vid. Differt. p. 150. 

+ The Jewiſb High- Prieſts, as well as Kings, had 
their Threnes, Zach. vi. 13. The Eaſtern Thrones were 
very large, and in Form of a Bed or Couch, fo that many 
Perſons might fit in them at once. Haple in Tec. . 


A 


Parts, which. are Fa The Preface, con- 
taining the ſpecial Title aſſumed by the Sacer- 
dotal Form :— The Monitory Part, containing 
Commendations or Reprehenſions, and Inſtruc- 
tions, to pag particular Church; — and an E- 
, a, or Reflection of general and im- 
portant Ule. If the Prefatory Part was ſpoken 
' when the High-Prieſt a euer himſelf to, _ 
took the Lamp, which he ſpecified, to St. 7 

by the Angel of ſuch a . 8 = 
Commendations, or Reproaches, of that Church, 
during his Action of trimming and dreſſing its 
Tas, z the Epiphonema may be ſuppoſed to be 
uttered, as he replaced, or put the Lamp a- 
gain into its Socket, on the Branch. If this 
Diſtinction, and Application, of the Parts, be 
tas nice, let it be rejected. The Parts will re- 
main diſtinct, and the Action different, whe- 
ther the A plication | be admitted or not. The 
other Circumſtance is, in the Epipbonema s, 
where an obvious 7. ranſpofition ſeems to prove, 
the Form of the Candleſtick, and the Manner 
of annexing the Epiſtles, by Way of Schedulz 
thereto, to be as we have deſcribed. For, if 
the Branches did, after the common Model, 
meet in a Line at the Top, as it would then 
perhaps be impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the Sym- 
bol of each Church, or know which to call 
the firſ?, the ſecond, Sc. So if the Epiſtles 
are taken as they follow each other, indepen- 
dent of the Imagery, and Action, in Viſion, 
and not placed to their proper Branches (to ay 


2 of the — and Alluſions which 
then 


rum, ſhall be reſpectively charged with Myſteries. 
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then appear ſtrange and remote); that Tranſ- 
poſition is vaſtly odd and unaccountable. In 
the Epipbonema s of the three firſt, the Sentence 
of Call to Attention, He that hath an Ear, let 
him hear, is the Prologue, and introduces the 
Promiſe of Reward or grand Motive to Vic- 
tory and Heroiſm ; whereas, in the four laſt, 
the Promiſe or grand Motive precedes, and 
that Sentence maketh the Epilogue, Now 
this, on our Adjuſtment of Things, ſeems to 
be a Decoration, agreeable to a Compoſure of 
the dramatic Kind. However, it certainly is 
the Effect of Judgment and Deſign, and looks 


fair to be a ſpecial Mark of the true Order 


and Diſpoſition that ought to take Place in 
this Scheme *, If this Ob/ervation tends to ſet- 
tle the Parts, and ſhew the Cunſtruction of the 
Scheme in Viſion, and to diſcover Beauty and 
Proportion in what feemed odd, or inaccu- 


*. This remarkable Tranſpoſition ſeems to have con- 
firmed Mr. Br:ghtman in his typical Revelation of theſe 
Churches. I wiſh Dr. Hammond, who juſtly explodes 


Mr. Brightmar's licentious Fancy, had taken ſome Notice 


of this. Circumſtances external, and relative to Form 


and Embell:;fhment, are perhaps no farther to be regarded. 


And in Truth, if every decorous Part in a prophetical 
Scheme is to prophe/ſy—theſe Kind of Writings afford 
ſuch Scope for warm Imaginations, that few ſober Men 
would beſtow a Thought upon them. It is well if Pro- 
phecy itſelf be not expoſed to Contempt, like as the fine 
Parabolical Diſcourfes of our Lord are, expoſed, when 
(e.g. in the Prodigal Son, the Robe, the Ring, the Shoes, 
and even the Calf) Particulars of Ornament and Deco- 


rate, 


ou. 63 
rate, it will not be thought impertinent or 
trivial. „ | | 3 
41. Tho' the Scene, and principal Imagery 
in Viſion, is taken from the Feuiſh Tabernacle, 
yet, we have diſcovered, in the Epiphone- 
matical Part of the Epiſtles, ſome Similies and 
Allufions to the religious Rites of the Gentiles. 
Thus the Victor, in the Ohmpic and other ſacred 
Games, who was univerſally honoured, nay al- 
nioſt adored *, ſeems evidently to be alluded to in 
thoſe Words, which are inſerted as the Character 
of a brave Chriſtian, in every Epiſtle, HIM 
THAT OVERCOMETH, as the white Stone, 
mentioned Chap. ii. 17, is, probably, an A/ly/ionto 
that by which the Yi&or's Reward was aſſigned 
to him; ſee the laſt Note under No. 33, and 
No. 3 5. This Condeſcen/ionof God to ſpeak in the 
Language of Men, and to uſe thoſe Figures and 
Forms of Expreſſion agreeable to the Philoſophy 
and Theology of the Times, ſhews, not only 
the divine Intention to be underſtood ; thoſe 
Phraſes being eaſy and familiar to the Chri/tians 
of that Age and Country + ; but alſo, that it 

is 


* —— 


 ® Potter's Antig. Vol. I. Book. II. Chap. 21. 

+ It appears that certain of the Aſiarchæ, or Preſidents 
of the ſacred Games in Aſia, were among the Friends of 
St. Paul, at Epheſus, when Demetrius raiſed an Uprore 
there againſt him ſee Hammond, and Whitby on Afs xix. 
31. That St. Paul had frequent Reference to thoſe 
Games, is evident by Terms of the Agoni/tic Kind, that 
occur in almoſt all his Epiſtles, 1 Cor. ix. 24.—27. Gal. 
v. 7. Epb. vi. 12. Phil. iii. 13, 14. 2 Tim. ii. 5. iv. 

: | | 7» 


| t Medes 1 8980 p· 632. 
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is not an improbable Suppoſition, | that this 
prophetic Vifion is conducted in ſome Manner a- 
eeable to the ſacred Solemnities, called be 
Myſteries, obſerved at Eleufis in Attica, and re- 
vered all over the Neighbourhood of theſe 
Churches. Now (not to take Notice that the 
Prieſt, that attended at the Initiation, was called 
a Revealer of Holy Things *) I obſerve, of the 
Manner of this Viſion, that it was, like thoſe Mo 
teries, uſhered in with æ great Voice, ſtrange 
awful; and exhibited holy and unn 2 8 f +: 
And allo, that, as in them, * Images were 


Bodies, in which the Demon or Genii was ſup. 


poſed to reſide; being conſidered, by ſkilful My- 


tholo gifts, as animated Statues full of Senſe and 
Spirit g; ſo here, the Images of the Churches 


are ned as animated, and informed by their 


Angels, Thus much Agreement there is, what- 


ever be the Ground or Reaſon thereof, whether 


ne or undeſigned. 
Such Perſons as conſider the Condeſcenſion 


of God, in 5 Ethnic Rites a 3 in he 


7 8. Heb. xii. 1, 4. And that thoſe Phraſes and Allu- 
0 


ns were eaſy and familiar to the firſt Chriſtians, is alſo 


as evident by the Epiſile of the Churches of Vienna and 
Lyons, to thoſe of 4/ia and Phrygia, which „ is very 


<< full of Athletical Terms ;”” as the learned Valeſius ob- 


ſerves, in his Notes on Euſeb. Book V. Chap. 1. 

* Potter's Antig. Vol. I. Book II. Chap. 20. 

+ See the reverend and learned Mr. Fackſon's r. 
ther Def. of the Anci. Philsſophers, p- 37, 32. | 


Jew 
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wiſh Ritual ®, will be les ſtartled at the 


Suppoſition, that this Revelation, to his Servants, 
is made ſomewhat /miar to thoſe highly re- 
puted inſtructive Myſteries, into which all the 
great Men, Philoſophers and Legiſlators, of 
_ thoſe Days, were 7mtiated — However, the 
Ground. plot, or grand Scheme in Viſion, which 
is principally to be- attended to, that, I ſay, is 
taken from a divine Pattern, if, with additional 
| Circumſtances, it ſhould appear to be finiſhed, 
and accommodated, to the Taſte of the then 
Ae 7.9 7 £1 
Having thus taken an Account of the Y7/on, 
in all its Parts + ; to wit, the principal Sights 
: C7 | N : and 


FS * 


6 * 


* The „ e which were the Symbols of the 
& Preſence of the God of Iſrael, were made up of the 


© fame Figures with the moſt adored Egyptian Symbols.— 


4 The Cherubims were alſo placed in the moſt ſecret and 


“holy Part of the Tabernacle and Temple of the Fews, 


«© as the Egyptian Symbols were placed in their Adyta, 
« or inner and moſt hidden Parts of their Temples. The 
« ſacred Books likewiſe of both were laid up in the ſame 
« Adyta. The Egyptians alſo had Lamps kept always 
« burning in the inner Parts of their Temples, as the 
& Jews had in their Sanctuary. Indeed, God in his all- 
ec wiſe Providence ordered the Religion and Worſhip 
« of his People in many Things fimilarly to that of the 
« Egyptians.” Mr. Jackſon's Belief of a future State, 
p. 105, 10% | eee | | 

+ Mr. Jurieu (who was inclined to believe, that there 
is Nothing of Prophecy in thoſe Chapters that have been 
the Subject of theſe Obſervations) after reviewing the ſe- 


veral Explications of the Myſtery of the ſeven Churches, by 


Forbes, Cocceius, and Dr. Henry More, concludes with 


this Remark, which I leave to my Reader's Judg- 
| K 


ment 
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and Appearances or Things ſeen ; the Notions 


they expreſs or the Things that are; and read, and 


endeavoured to underſtand, the Contents of the 
ſeveral epiſtolary Sections or Things after them ; 
we will conclude with wo Obſervations touch- 
ing the Nature, Uſe, and Importance thereof. 
1. This Viſion has, probably, fome Connec- 


tion and Uſe in reſpect to the ſubſequent Viſi- 


ons recorded in the Book of the Apecalyp/e. 
That the Viſion immediately related to, or 


did primarily and directly concern, the ſeven : 


Ajfatic Churches, is evident as well from the 


Declaration of the great Voice, with which it 1 


was uſhered in, as from the Inſcriptions we 
meet with on the ſeveral Sections; in all which, 


we find, theſe Churches are expreſly named, 
particularly deſcribed, and addreſſed to, by the 


Spirit of Prophecy, and not other Churches. 
The Want of a juſt Notion of the Scheme of 
this prophetic Viſion, which (as above appears) 


is intirely of the dramatic and emblematic Kind; 


and miſtaking the Schedules, which contained 
the Form of Words pronounced by the High- Prieſt, 
in dreſſing the ſeven Lamps, for Epiſtles or Let- 
ters to be ſent either to the Biſtops of the ſeve- 

ral Churches, or to the Churches repreſented * 
by 


ment and Uſe: The Prophecies muſt be lixe Enig- 
« ma's, Which, till they have been well explained, ſeem 
< unintelligible ; but, when one hath hit right upon them, 


«« they appear ſo clear, that they cannot otherwiſe be | 


<< underſtood.” | | 
I do not remember any Thing in the Epiſtles of st. 


Pau!, | 


of St. Joan. ” . By 


by the Biſhops, has been the Occaſion of wide 
Interpretations, perhaps, much Perplexity. For, 
whilſt Commentators have conſidered, what 
they call, the ſeven Epi/iles, in a Manner ſepa- 
rate from, and independent of, the Imagery and 
Action in Viſion ; ſome interpreting them as of 
a private perſonal Concern, containing Com- 
mendations, or Reproaches, reſpecting the then 
Paſtors, their Duty and Conduct; others, as 
of a public extenſtve Deſign, deſcribing the dif- 


x ferent ſucceſſive States of the Church in thoſe 


_ Periods of Time, which, in the ſubſequent Vi- 
ons, are diſtinguiſhed by Seals, Trumpets, and 
Vials; the Scheme is overlooked by them all: 

and if, by the former, the Deſign of the Spirit 
of Prophecy i is reſtrained and limited to a few 
Men inveſted with Office ; by the latter, it is 
greatly clouded, every Name and T, bing, upon 
their Plan, having a remote, as well as myſticai 
Senſe ; and plain Hints of Facts, or Hiſtorical 
Matters, which point out the true State of 
Things, in thoſe Churches, are converted into 
typical Notices, and Repreſentations of Events 
in Times long to come. But what Ground is 
there toconceive it probable, that the Churches, 
which are my//:cally repreſented by the ſever 
Stars, and the ſeven golden Candleſticks, are, them- 
"ue, e Signs of the Church in general ä 


PR 
— * 


Paul, St. "gy St. „ Hong or any why elſe in the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, that will ſupport the 
Suppoſition, that the Biſhops,. or Paſtors, were 1 8 
tatives of their Flocks. | 
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in ſo many ſucceſſive Periods * ? This is, evi- 
dently, to multiply Myſteries, and to obſcure, 
rather than explain the Prophecy:; at leaſt it 
appears ſo to me . „„ 
But though this Viſion was of proper and 
immediate Concern to the ſeven Afatic 
Churches, containing a Revelation of their 
State, and of Circumſtances relative to hem, 
and was written ſpecially for their Uſe, in that 
Age: And though what each Section contains 


* 


* Becauſe the Things ſeen are a Myſtery; muſt the 
Things that are mentioned in the Writings after them, 
e. g. Epheſus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Antipas, Balaam, Je- 
zabel ; or any Tenet or Practice cenſured, or Doctrine 
inculcated ;— I fay, muſt all or any of theſe, therefore, 
be Myſteries too? Tt is true, ſome of the Names and 
Terms are uſed my/i:cally, i. e. by Way of Similitude: 
But then, the Reaſon and Uſe of thoſe borrowed Names 
and Terms are obvious, and may eaſily be accounted 

for. | 

+ Had the learned Dr. Henry More firſt ſettled the 
Imagery, its Formation and Expreſſion, and then conſi- 
dered the Epiſtles therewith ; I am perſuaded he would 
have abated of his twenty Arguments in Proof, that the 
ſeven Epifiles to the ſeven Churches are a Prophecy of the 

State of the Church caſt into ſeven Intervals from the Be- 
ginning thereof to the laſt Judgment; and he would have 
ſeen, why Mention is made of holding ſeven Stars to E- 
| pheſus ; the Fear Death to Smyrna ; the Stoord to Per- 

gamos; the Morning Star to Thyatira ; and, laſtly, why 
that Phraſe, He that hath an Ear, &c. is ſometimes the 
laſt Cloſe of the Epiſtle, ſometimes e. that learn- 
ed Perſon, had he conſidered the Parts of the Viſion to- 
gether, would have found thoſe Problems capable of be- 
ing folved by a /iteral Senſe (I mean in the Imagery or 
Things ſeen) without having Recourſe to a more my/tical 
one. | 

may 
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may be conſidered, ** as proper Directions and 
«« Encouragements, Cautions and Warnings in 
. every State of the Church where there are 
ce like commendable Things to be praiſed and 
ce encouraged, or like Faults and Miſcarriages 
to be reproved and amended ;” as a repu- 
table Commentator * well obſerves : Vet, if we 
look upon the Yi/on, in the Schematiſm and 
Formation of it, we ſhall, probably, find it to 
be calculated for ſome other End. For, it is 
hard to conceive that the State of theſe Churches, 
and Things relative to them, in that Period, 
needed to be repreſented by Imagery, or to be 
communicated to them under the Veil of E- 
nigma's. Things that are plain, or common 
and ordinary Occurrences, what all may know 
and be acquainted with, are not wont to be 
written or expreſſed in Cyphers; but when 
they are ſo expreſſed, in order to ſtand for 
Elements or firſt Principles, they have their 
Uſe. This firſt Yi/ion, being placed in this 
Light, anſwers a noble Deſign. It has ſome 
Connection with the ſubſequent Viſons, which 
| may be conſidered like that of a Portico to a 
Building, or an Introduction to a larger Diſ- 
. c „ | 
The ſeven Churches (who probably had the 
whole Book of the Apocalypſe, as well as of 
this Part in particular, ſent to them) were 
hereby entertained with 4 Sample of Prophecy 


n 


- a > 


* Mr. Lowman, 


relative 
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relative to themſelves ; ſomething preparatory, 
to excite and engage Attention, and to afford 
them a Specimen and Rule, whereby to judge 
of the Prophetic Scenes, reſpecting diſtant E- 
vents, after exhibited. If the ſymbolical Na- 
ture of this Viſion was obvious to them, which, 
for Reaſons already ſuggeſted, I think it muſt, 
each Church could eaſily perceive which was 
its own Symbol_among the Branches; could 
apply the Names deſcriptive of Characters, in 
the Mritings, to the particular Perſons they 
were intended for, as well as inveſtigate the 
moral Inſtructions, and Notices, covertly ex- 
preſſed, which was of preſent and great Con- 
cern unto them, The Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding of theſe Matters, pertaining to 
this Viſon, could not be ſo abſtruſe and difh- 
cult to them, as it is to us at this Diſtance of 
Time. And by a thorough Acquaintance 
with, and Comprehenſion hereof, they were 
prepared to underſtand ſomewhat of the other 
Viſions; to look upon the Objects in them alſo 
as Myſteries * ; in which one Thing appeared 
to the Eye, and another to the Mind; and, 
by the Help of the Emblems, with their re- 


*Myfteries in Revelation, are Things publiſhed and 
made known by Way of Parable and Similitude ; and not 
Things inconceivable by our ordinary Faculties, However 
the Grecian Vulgar might be cheated into Fear and Reve- 
rence, and a Belief literally of the Imagery exhibited in 
their My/teries ; the Philoſophers knew them to be Al- 
legories and Symbols, and chiefly ſought the Moral of 
them, | 
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ſpective Story and Device, 70 ſee, as through a 
Glaſs,darkly, what the Condition of the Chriſ- 
tian Church in general, its Friends and Ene- 
mies, would be to the End of Time. For, 
All the Viſions have a Similarity in common 
to the firſt, vig. they conſiſt of Hierogiyphical 
Images, or Emblems, repreſenting ſupernatural, 
moral, or ſenſible Things, with Labels, or 
Voices, or Speeches, by Way of Elucidation, 
in the parabolic and figurative Style. And, to 
ſhew that the t was deſigned to be a Sam- 
ple, Prelude, or a preliminary Piece to the o- 
ther Viſions, ſome principal Things are car- 
ried from that to them, Thus the ſeven Spi- 
rits of God, mentioned Chap. iii. 1; fee No. 
37. are, in the following Viſion, in the Hie- 
S roglyphics, among the Things that are ſeen, 
being, with God, repreſented by ſeven Lamps 
= of Fire burning before the Throne, Chap. iv. 5. 
= but, with Chriſt, by ſeven Horns and feven 
Eyes, Chap. v. 6. The Meaning of the ſever 
- Spirits, being underſtood in the firſt V: Zſion, af 
= fordeth ſome Light on them in the ſecond, 
although they (being with different Subjects) 
are there differently repreſented. Again; the 
great Star, which, at the Sounding of the third 
Trumpet, fell from Heaven, burning as it were 
4 Lamp; and it fell upon the third Part of the 
Rivers, and upon the Fountains of Waters; 
and many Men died of the Waters, becauſe they 
were made bitter, Chap, viii. 10, 11. as it 
is the ſame myſtic Character, or a like Sym- 
bol, with the Stars, or Angels of the ſeven 
Churches, 


$ 
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Churches, they (the ſeven Churches) might be 

; led directly to interpret it, of an Apoſtaſ of 
| ſome famous Church, which would occafion the 
Springs and Channels of Knowledge to be 
grievouſly infected over a great Part of the 
World. So again, as to Time: If the ten 
Days Tribulation of the Church in Smyrna, 
Chap. ii. 10, was not, literally, zen natural ſuc- 
ceeding Days, and yet a certain determinate 
Space of Time was included therein, viz. ten 


Weeks; ſee No. 34. it might probably afford 
them this Rule of Interpretation, that where 


4 the Spirit of Prophecy has not le eft the Key, or 
by i. Standard, of the Time given, as it has of the 
«= Propheſying of the two Witneſſes, Chap. xi. 
3. of the Woman in the Wilderneſs, Chap. xii. 
6, 14. And of the Power of the Beaſt, 
xiii. 5. (in which Places we find a Day fig- 
nifies a Tear, a Year is called a Time, a Month 
is thirty Years : And by the Equality of Time 
reſpecting theſe Events they are judged to be 
ſpnchronal):T ſay, where the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy has not left the Key or Standard of the 
Time given, we are to look for it in the N 
of the Subject. 3 
Theſe Inſtances may ſuffice to how! the — 
Connection, or Uſe, of the firſt, in reſpect to 
the other 22 recorded in the Book of the it 
Apocalypſe ; that it is of ſuch a Nature, that if f © 


the Churches, whom it immediately concern- 75 
ed, gave but due Attention to it, it would an 
Di 


ü enlighten, prepare and diſpoſe them to judge 
of the Nature and chief Import of the other ©" 


Vifions, 


St. Jon x. 73 
Vifont, If this be granted, and there is any 
proper Reaſoning in what has been faid, it will 
follow, that if we are initiated in, or are ac- 
* quainted with, the Myſtery of the ſeven Stars, 
and the ſeven golden Candleſiicks, we ſhall be 
better qualified to ſee and examine the other 
FF . Cr m | 
2. This Viſon beareth ſome Marks of its 
being te Revelation of Feſus Chriſt *, or of have- 
ing a divine Original from him; and this is 
= what it challengeth, Chap. 1. 1, 10. 
= HT we look for the Original of the Imagery, 
or firſt Draught of this emblematical Piece, 
ve find it exhibited to Moſes, in the Mount, 
by a Model or Pattern; and, afterwards, ap- 
pearing in his Imitation, in the High- Prieſt 
= drefing the Lamps. From that Type and Ex- 
= ample, what a noble Device, or Allegoty, here 
& ariſeth ! The Scene openeth, the principal Fi- 
4 pes are ſeen in their proper Forms and Ha- 
bitudes; and. theſe afford and furniſh out, 


vwith the Alteration of very few Circumſtances, 


; Hieroglyphics, Emblems, and Metaphors, ſuf 
& ficient to expreſs properly, in a ſtrong, yet 
eaſy Manner, the Dignity, Work, and Office 


Saf > 2 — LA * * 


e 


5 1 the 5 this ook be not uh 8 of — Chriſt, 
it muſt be an Inpoſture, and a Forgery that o to be 
expoſed and e. But if it be HIS REVELATION, 
that which God gave unto him, to ſhew unto his Servant 
= Things which will be ſhortly a-doing, and which he ſent 
and fignified by his Angel unto his Servant John:— A 
Diſeſteem and Neglect of it, by Chri/tians, is perhaps as 
© great a Faradex, as any contained in the Bock itfelf, 
Sh * of 
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of the Man, Ghri/t Feſus, as well as the Duty, 
Danger, and Intereſt of ſeyen particular Churches, 


Nothing confuſed, nor low, nor extravagant 
appears; but the whole is ſimple, orderly, and 
decorous ; ſuitable to the Plan, and the moral 
iaſtructive End of the Von. How much 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, what admirable Skill 
and Judgment are here apparent * ? Is it poſ- 
ible this 3 Contrivance, this regular con- 
ſiſtent Scheme, ſhould be the Compoſition of a 
wild Enthuſiaſt ? The Freaks of Fancy, tem- 
pered with Superſtition and profound Melan- 
choly. Now Enthuſiaſm, a. noble. Writer + 
obſerves, in the Nature of the Thing, can have 
no Unity. If it be the Effect of Enthuſiaſm, 
I will venture to ſay, it is of ſuch an Enthu- 
ſiaſm, as is not to be e in the Worl 
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©. Indeed, fays Dionyſus 5 Alen ſome of 
ce our Anceſtors diſowned and wholly rejected this Book; 
e confuting every Chapter, and demonſtrating it o be 
«+ an unknown and ſenſeleſs Work, and that the Title 
tis forged ; for they fay it is not John's : Neither is it 
<c a Revelation, becauſe it is covered over with fo thick 
<« and dark a Veil of Ignorance : And that not only no 
<c Apoſtle, but alſo no holy or eccleſiaſtic Perſon, could 
< have been the Compiler of this Work: But that it was 
6 Cerinthus, the Founder of the Hereſy, called from 
e him the Cerinthian Hereſy, who was defirous to haye 
% a creditable” Name prefixed before bis Forgery. 


Euſeb. Book VII. Chap. 25. Though all ſuch Kind of 5 


Writings are queſtionable, and very fit to be examined, 
to ſee if they will bear the 'Feſt of ſober and impartial 
Reaſon; yet whether, and how far, theſe Perſons incurred 
the Cenſure of ſpeaking Evil 15 Land Things they * 725 
let the Reader determine. 

+ Lord Barrington. 


had ad A oa mac. ca .c. 


S. AMS fm % Mt, ws ot 


Thor 


Er 


oe Fore” "ons 
Thoſe that are well acquainted with Chrift's 
Manner of Inſtruction, which was by Parable ; 
who know how eaſy, juſt, and natural, as well 
as forcible and ſtriking his Similitudes and 
Compariſons were, and what a Redundancy of 
Matter he couched ina few ſhort Sentences ; 
will, by the Style, judge him to be the origi- 
nal genuine Author * of this Revelation, who 
exceeded all other Prophets in the Manner, as 
well as Matter of his Inſtructions, and ſpake as 
never Man abe. e FI. 
Again; in reſpect to the Notions and Prin- 
= ciples which are expreſſed and inculcated in 
this Y7/on, or Scheme of Revelation, they are 
ſo ſublime, pure, and rational, as to render it 
morally impoſſible that it ſhould be the artful 
Invention of a wicked Impoſtor. To inſtance. 


„6 es 


As to the Diſimilitude of this Book, compared with 
the other of St. John's Writings; whence ſome have 
= conjectured, that this was not the Work of that Apoſtle :— 
l beg Leave to obſerve, that there is a Difference in the 
= Sort or Kind of Writings themſelves ; that, in his Epiſ- 
tles, St. John may be ſuppoſed at Liberty to expreſs his 
own divine Notions in his own Terms; and, in his Hiſ- 
tory, to uſe his own Phraſeology and Style in relating 
Facts: But, in his Revelation, as the Figures and Images, 
if not alſo the very Words and Expreſſions, did, as it 
= were, obtrude themſelves on, and were dictated to, him, 
his proper Work was, to tranſcribe and copy thoſe Things 
he ſaw, and heard. See Biſhop Sherloc#'s Diſſertation on 
the Authority of the Second Epiſtle of St. Peter; where his 
Lordſhip's excellent Criticiſm, on the Difference of Style 
obſerved in the ſecond Chapter from the other two of 
that Epiſtle, may, I think, be applied to vindicate the 
Genuinenefs of this Book, in reſpect to the like Objec- 
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in a few Particulars. That Chriſtians are to 


ſhine as Lights in the World: That they are 


under the ſpecial Inſpection, Care, and Go- 
vernment of Jeſus Chri/? ;— That, in them, 
Fraud and Deceit, Uncharitableneſs, Laſci vi- 
ouſneſs, Idolatry, Pride, Hypocriſy, and Self- 
conceit, are abhorrent to him: And that the 
Practice of Truth and Righteouſneſs, Love and 
Charity, Temperance, Sobriety, Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, and Fortitude, are neceſſary to preſerve 
them in his Favour, and qualify them for the 
laſting Honours of a future World. Theſe, 
and ſuch like, are the Notions and Principles, 
expreſſed and inculcated throughout his Vi- 


un, and which make up the Spirit, Life, 


and Soul of the Piece. Doth this look like 


the Compoſition of a Senſuali/t ® ? The cunning- 
ly deviſed Fable of ſome arrant Cheat? Or, 


rather, has it not indelible Marks of Divinity? 


A Myſtery of Godlineſs, a Scheme calculated, 


not to ſuperſede Reaſon, diſtort and depreſs 
the human Mind, but, to make Chritian 


3 
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They who, in ancient Times, rejected this Book, 
and attributed it to Cerinthus, make him to be a carnal 


and voluptuous Man, ſee Euſeb. Book VII. Chap. 25. 


Now, whatever Work he might forge under this Cha- 
racter (as it ſeems there appeared many, as the Apocalypſe 
of St. Peter, of St. Paul, of St. Thomas, of Adam, of 
Abraham, of Meſes, of Elias, &c. all in, or pretty near, 
the Apoſtolic Age, and wrote, as Sir Iſaac Newton well 
obſerves, in Imitation of ſome true one) there is Nothing 


in this Book, ſo far as we have conſidered it, that hag any 


the leaft Tendency ſerve the Purpoſe of carnal Plea- 


fure and Senſuality, 5 
wiſer, 
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wiſer, and better, and braver than other Men, 
by exhibiting their Relation to Cbhriſt, the 
Lord and Head of the Church and World, and 
their Duty reſulting from that Relation? 
Again; if we conſider the chief Object of 

this Vifion, or the principal Subject here re- 
vealed; and that is, the ſpiritual or true in- 
ternal Conſtitution of ſeven Churches, there is 
ſtill leſs Room to ſuſpect it of Forgery and 
Illuſion. The Repreſentations, and the Man- 
ner in which they are given, of theſe Churches, 

ſeem too bold and artleſs to be ſuſpected of 


either Flattery or Falſhood. A thorough 


Knowledge of them, both in general and par- 
ticular, is claimed by the Perſon who draws 
them: I know thy Works.” — * Thou haſt 
&« there them that bold the Doctrine of Balaam.” 
* Thou ſuffereſ# that Woman Jezabel.” — 
58 « 7 hou haſt a few Names which have not de- 
« filed their Garments, &c.” This is pre- 
ſenting them with. their own ichures; and 
is like bringing of a Copy to the l of 
an Appeal to Facts, and obvious and well 
known Circumſtances, and. reſting the Credi- 
| bility of the Yi/ion thereon. F or, theſe Churches 
. Far it intirely in their Power to confute and 
explode the Viſion, as a Counterfeit, if any 
one Fact, or Repreſentation, was falſe. Add 
; to this, that theſe Repreſentations were writ- 
zen in a Buk, in order to be preſerved, and 
read by other Churches, in future Times ; 
and as many Things, which affect the Ho- 


nour and N of theſe Churches, are 
: here 
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here contained, they were immediately con- 
cerned, and greatly intereſted, to detect the 
; Forgery, if they could prove, or had any 


Ground to ſuppoſe it to be ſuch. The Greeks 


of Afia wanted not for Senſe and Learning, 


or Power and Capacity, to reſent an Injury, 


and to do themſelves Juſtice in ſo delicate an 
Affair. And as to their conſenting to, and 
joining in, the Impoſture, 79 make a Book that 


ſhould be wenerated by other Churches, that, I 


think, cannot be ſuppoſed : For, as a very 2 
gacious and fine Writer * obſerves, % Accom- 
*« complices in a Fraud are obliged to ſhew 


« oreater Regards to each other; ſuch Free- 


te dom belongs to Truth alone.“ 


Seven Churches, are not ſo eaſy to be im- 


poſed upon, by a Fraud of this Nature, as 
one F And if the Characters of ſome leave 
- Room 


* Obſervations on the oa and Apoſtleſhip of St. 
Paul, p. 43. 


* 


+ It is granted that there have been in the Chriftiaz 


Church, as well as among Jews, Pagans, and Mahomet- 
ans, forged Revelations that have cenſured Lying ; and 
Hing Viſions, whoſe Images have been grand and magni- 
ficent : But then, Inconſiſtencies and Contradictions, 
falſe Principles, or extravagant Whimſies, or Fame, or 
Power to the artful Viſionary, or his Party, one or other, 
or all of theſe, have notified the Deluſion. The prophetic 


Viſions ſo much in Vogue about the End of the ſecond, 
and Beginning of the third Century, inſtead of ſinking the 


Credit and Reputation of this, of Ste John, will, by evi- 


dent Circumſtances, in the Opinion of Men of Senſe, be 


' a Foil rather to ſet it off. For, to cite the Words of 


the learned Dr. Middleton, « Whatever Ground there 
might 


. 1 


2.4% oh he N, 
Rom to ſuſpect them of a Temper liable to 
be impoſed upon, as tuo of them actually 
were in ſome Degree; it muſt be remember- 
ed, by what Kind of Teachers that was, name- 
ly,i by ſuch, as ſtudied to gratify the ſenſual 
Paſſions; who taught it lawful for Client 
to join their Fellow-Citizens in the Celebra- 
tion of their idolatrous Fęſtivals, and to mi- 
niſter to, or practiſe, Lewaneſs : (the very Re- 
verſe to that Purity the Viſion is calculated 
to recommend and promote: ) And alſo, that 
the Favour, they ſhewed to thoſe Seducers, 
is the Crime for which theſe Churches are 
cenſured. All the Churches were not in a 
Diſpoſition to be deluded by any Pretence to 
Myſtery and Inſpiration. That at Epbeſus, 
we find, fignalized themſelves, and has here ac- 
quired a Commendation, chiefly for their pious 


——— 
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cc might be, in thoſe primitive Ages, either to reject or 
< to allow the Authority of thoſe Viſions, yet from all 
« the Accounts of them, that remain to us in theſe 
«© Days, there ſeems to be the greateſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
& that they were all contrived, or authorized at leaſt, 
„ by the leading Men of the Church, for the Sake of 
«© moderating and governing, with more Eaſe, the unruly 
Spirit of the Populace, in thoſe Times of Danger and 
« Difficulty. For they are generally applied, to excuſe 
c the Conduct of particular Perſons, in ſome Inſtances 
& of it liable to Cenſure; or to enforce ſome particular. 
Doctrine or Diſcipline, warmly preſſed by ſome, and 
not well reliſhed by others; or to confirm Things not 
only trifling and frivolous, but ſometimes even ſuper- 
& ſtitious and hurtful to true Religion.“ Free Inquiry, 
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Zeal and Aſſiduity in detecting Counterfeits 


that came to them with the Pretext of Apoſto - 


lical Authority, Chap. ii. 2. 5 
In fine, the Specimen this Viſion affordeth 
of the Knowledge of future Events, is another 
Evidence of its being divine, It is foretold 
of the Chriſtians at Smyrna, Behold, * the Devil 


hall caſt ſome of you into Priſon, that ye may 


be tried, and ye ſhall have Tribulation ten Days. 
Though the Thing foretold, viz. the Perſe- 
cution of the Chriſtians, by the Fes, might, 
at that Time . be Matter of a probable Con- 
jecture; yet how long their Influence with 
the Government of the City ſhould laſt, in 


8 —— 
—— 


* The Symbolical Being, in Viſion, that repreſents the 


Adverſaries of God's People, is called the Devil and Satan, 


Chap. xii. 9. Hence, perhaps, the early Writers of the 
Church deſcribe their Perſecutors, whoſe Names in Point 
of Prudence they might not mention, as alſo the particu- 
lar Spring of their Sufferings, which they might not know, 
under this Character. Thus we read of Satan endea- 
«© wvouring with much Earneſtneſs ;''— and, the Devil 
« cauſed one Biblias to be brought forth, &c. Euſeb, 
Book V. Chap. 1. If a certain moral Diſpoſition (as 
well as ſome natural Diſeaſe) was known by this Charac- 
ter, we are lefs at a Loſs to ſeek for a Solution of Devils 
ejected by the firſt Chriſtians. I add to this Note, (what 
might* more properly have been placed under No. 4) 
that the Jews, when they became Perſecutors of Chri 
- and his Religion, were of the Devil. | 
+ I follow the Opinion of Sir Iſaac Newton, that the 
Book of the Apocalypſe was written ſome Years before the 
Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. I ſee Nothing in the epiſtolary 
Sections, that does not well agree with the then State 
of the Church; and, as to other Proofs, for the early Date 
of this Book, I wave them. 


the : 
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the Tribulation of that Church, could be the 
Object only of divine Foreknowledge, and 
Matter of Revelation. The Event, corre- 
ſponding with the Prediction, muſt neceſſari- 
ly prove the Oracle izſpired, as well as pro- 
cure certain Credit to the Predictions relating 
to Events in more diſtant Periods. Again, 
to the Church in Philadelphia it is foretold, 
the ſenſible Mortification the Fews would 
meet with in their City; and alſo, their own 
Safety and Security in an approaching Storm 
of Perſecution. Theſe were Events of great 
Concern to theſe Churches, and ſuch as, in 
= their own Nature, ſeem knowable to God 
only, who hath the Hearts of Princes in his 
Hands, and every Spring in human Politics 
under his Direction. Theſe, and other Diſ- 
coveries, God gave unto Feſus Chrift, who 


| fent and frenified it by bis Angel to his Ser- 
vant John. To add one Inſtance more, With . 


reſpect to the pretended Propheteſs at Thy 
atira, it is foretold, Behold, I will caſt ber 
into a Bed, and them that commit Adultery 
with her into great Tribulation, except they 

repent of their Deeds, And I will kill Fd 
Children with Death. The Infliction of Diſ- 
eaſes on Delinquents was one of thoſe mira- 
culous Powers which attended the Apoſtles, 
ſein n. . „ 1 Te. 20. Hes 8% 
Prediction of the Exerciſe of this Power on 
a particular Subject. And when the Judg- 
ment, foretold, was executed on this Fornica- 
tor (who, for her Part, ſeems to have been 
5 M 2 
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incorrigible) what an Evidence muſt ariſe to 
the Truth of the Revelation, and the Au- 
thority of the Revealer! A ſtronger Proof 
could not be given. By this, the Oracle de- 
clares, © All the Churches ſhall know that I 
„am he which ſearcheth the Reims and Hearts: 


% And I will give wnto every one of you ac- 
e cording to your Works,” Theſe Predictions, 


at the Time when the Revelation was given 


and firſt publiſhed, were ſhortly to come to 
paſs ; the Time, for their Accom pliſhment, 
was at Hand, Chap. i. 1, 3. The Events, 
correſpondent to which, are ſo many Evi- 
dences of the Certainty of the future Coming 
of Chriſt with Clouds, mentioned v. 7. (and 
firſt predicted by Daniel, Chap. vii. 10.— 14. 
When the Judgment ſhall ft, and an ex- 
tenſive glorious Dominion, and Kingdom, ſhall 
be given unto bim: The Signs and Acts of his 
preſent Rule and Authority among the Churches 


in Aa. 
AI, in Objection to this Argument, it be 


ſaid, We want a Hiſtory of the Churches, 


in onde to know the Fulfilment of theſe 
' Predictions, before we admit them in Evi- 
dence.” .I anſwer, Though we have not a 
particular . Hiſtory of the Churches, we have 
particular Circumſtances, in Hiſtory, ſufficient 


* The Day of Judgment, in the ancient Jewiſh and 
prophetic Senſe, ſignifies a continued Time (ſo Mr. Med: 
thought) and not the laſt determinate Day only, or final 
Period of Time. 


to 
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to ſupport the Evidence in Queſtion. For, 
by all the Writings of the early Times of 
Chriſtianity, it appears, theſe Churches re- 
. ceived the Book of the Apocalypſe in the 
Character it bears, and held it in the higheſt 
Veneration on Account of its Prophecies. Now, 
as the Prophecies in this Viſiun reſpected 
Things which were ſhortly to come to paſs (by 
which they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of 
the ſubſequent Viſiong, which reſpected Things 
which muſt be hereafter, Chap. iv. 1.) and were, 
therefore, peculiarly recommended to the Pe- 
ruſal and Study of the Chriſtians of that Age, 
or of the Churches immediately concerned: 
Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the Words of this Prophecy, and keep thoſe 
Things which are written therein, for the Time 
is af Hand. I fay, as the Churches were 
bid, and prepared to expect the ſpeedy Ac- 
compliſhment of the Words of this Prophe- 
cy, what, but correſpondent Events, could. 
eſtabliſh its Credit? A Man muſt have a 
mean Opinion indeed of the firſt Chriftian 

Churches, to imagine them to eſteem and 
venerate a Book, upon Account of the Pre- 
8 ditions therein contained, if they found them- 
| ſelves only amuſed, or abuſed thereby. — 
The Church, neareſt the Times of write- 
« ing this Book, received it with ſo full 
* Conſent, that in a very few Years,' as Dr. 
% Mills obſerves, it was acknowledged and 
placed in the Number of Apoſtolical Write- - 
« ings, not only by the Churches of A/a, 
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but by the neighbouring Churches of Syria 
« and Samaria, by the more diſtant Churches 
of Africa ind Egypt, by Rome, and the other 
* Churches of Europe *. See this Kind of 
Evidence at large in the reverend and learned 


Dr. Lardner's Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory; 
and more briefly in the Obſervations of the 


great Sir Jaac Newton, p. 246 to 250; whole 


Opinion it was, that the Apoſiles themſelves, 
particularly St. Peter, and the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, READ and' STUDIED 
this Book; and who faith, — © I do not 


« indeed find any other Book of the New Teſ- 


te tament ſo ſtrongly atteſted, or commented 
e upon ſo early as this.” 


To conclude. As this Yifon beareth ſome 


Marks of a divine Original, it will, perhaps, 
be found, on Examination, free from 742 
Characters of Impoſture, which attended the 
Pagan Oracles, wiz. a deceitful Ambiguity, 
and Prieſtcraft. 

It is well known what an uncertain, or 
elſe double, Senſe and Meaning ran through 
very many of the pretended Revelations of 
the Heathen Gods. Even where the Matters 
in Queſtion were of a private Nature, perſo- 
nal, and relative to the then Time, the An- 
ſwers given were for the ' moſt Part ambi- 
guous, perplexed, and intricate. An equivocal 
Uſe of Words, in Matters of Information, is 
a 1 of Fraud and Diſſimulation; it diſ- 


* Mr, Sa s Profice. | 
COvels 


St. Jenn A 
covers a bad Intention, as well as a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt, a Fear of Detection. And 
no other Reaſon * can be aſſigned, why thoſe 
Oracles were delivered in ſo dark and indeter- 
minate a Manner, but to conceal their Igno- 
rance, whilſt they amuſed their Votaries. Then, 
as to the Myſteries, the beſt Security thoſe 
Oracles had, an inviolable Secrecy was en- 
joined in them; and any Diſcovery of 7he 
Things ſeen, the Ceremonies and ſolemn Rites, 
was not only conſidered as an Act of the 

higheſt Impiety, but ſuch Freedom was ſure 
to involve the Perſon in great and laſting In- 
conveniencies in Life. The Caſe here ſeems 
vaſtly different. The My/tery and Oracle in 
Viſion are written, in order to be expoſed, 
and, like Matters of public Notice among 
the Ancients, may be made plain upon Tables, 
that he may run that readeth, For, myſtical 
as this Revelation is, it is one uniform con- 
ſiſtent Scheme, grounded on a certain Plan; 
and every Word, Metaphor, and Sign, brought 
to its proper Device, will ſhew the Occaſion of 
the Expreſſion, is capable of a reaſonable Inter- 
pretation, and of yielding rational Improvement. 


* Although it be not neceſſary to Prophecy to be al- 
ways obſcure, yet, ſuch are the Nature and Kind of ſome 
Events, that a plain Relation or Deſeription of them, in 
Prophecy, would hinder the Completion thereof, unleſs 
human Liberty and the general Courſe of Things were 
obſtructed. Hence we may gather the Reaſon, Why E- 
vents of this Kind are almoſt always foretold by Inſpira- 

|. tion by Viſion; in which Sort of Prophecy, the Seer finds 
his Subject under the Cover of Images. | . 

Again, 


86 Ob/ervations on the firſt Viſion, &c. 
Again; the Pagan Oracles were in cloſe Cuſ- 
tody of the Prie/is, who had the ſole Right 
of pronouncing, or interpreting, of them; and iſ 
as the Means to conſult the ſacred Books were 
ſuch as precluded all from examining them, 
except the Prie/is, their Craft was more than 
ſuſpicious. Whereas here, the Viſion is wwr:t- 
ten in a Book, and preſented to ſeven Churches, 
as containing Matters of great and general Con- 
cernment to them; with a repeated preſſing 
Exhortation, in the Body of it, accompanied 
with Motives and Encouragements, to every 
Man of common Senſe among them, to read 
and underſtand the ſame. The Arts and Tricks 
of deſigning Men ſeem guarded againſt in 
the beſt Manner that can be; for, maugre 
all the Difficulties, it is here made the Duty 
of Chriſtian People, to try them that ſet up for 
 Aboſihes, and infallible Guides; to examine the 
Revelation, and judge for themſelves ; to read 
with their own Eyes, and hear with their own 
Ears, what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches. 
Which Right of private Judgment, in the In- 
terpretation of this and other- Prophecies, had 
_ Chriſtians always maintained, with a ſincere Re- 
to Truth, and Virtue, and Honeſty,— it is 
highly probable, the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, 
as it would then have had ſome Scenes of a 
different Conſtruction, would alſo have been a 
Book more ſuitably reſpected, and better un- 
derſtood, than it is, at the preſent Day. 
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BOOKS printed fr JOHN NOON, 
at the White Hart, near Mercers-Chapel, in 
Cheapſide. . 


F. A Diſcourſe concerning the Prieſthood of Jeſus 
Chriſt: In which the Date, and Order of his 
. Prieſthood, as alſo the Place, Time, and Manner of his 
83 the Functions thereof, are diſtinctly conſidered. 
With a Preface in Vindication of the Author of the E- 
piſtle to the Hebrews, occaſioned by the Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of a late Writer. | | | 4 
2. Travels of the Jeſuits into various Parts of the World, 
compiled from their Letters, and now firſt attempted in 
Engliſh: Intermixed with an Account of the Manners, 
Government, Religion, &c. of the ſeveral Nations viſited 
by them. With Extracts from other Travellers, and 
Miſcellaneous Notes. By Mr. Lockman. Embelliſhed 
with Maps and Sculptures. In Two Volumes, 8vo. 
3. Cyropædia: Or, the Inſtitution of Cyrus, concern- 
ing Religion and Government. Tranſlated from the 
Greek Original of Xenophon, by the late Honourable 
Maurice Aſhley, Eſq; (Brother to the late Earl of Shaſtſ- 
bury.) Addreſſed to the Lady Elizabeth Harris, in a 
Diſſertation upon the true Liberty of Thinking, in Mat- 
8 ters both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. By the Tranſlator. In 
. = two Vols. 8vo. | EXD 
J 4. The Hiſtory of the Sevarambians, a People of the 
South-Continent : In five Parts. Containing an Account 
of the Government, Laws, Religion, Manners, and 
Language of that Nation. Tranſlated from the Memoirs 
of Captain Siden, who lived near fifteen Years amongſt 
them. | | 5 
5. Anatomy Epitomized and Illuſtrated: Containing, 
| 1. A conciſe and plain Deſcription of all the Parts of the 
S Human Body; together with their various Uſes in the 
Animal Economy. 2. A large and choice Collection 
of Sculptures, exhibiting a juſt Idea of the Figure, Size, 
Situation, Connection, and Uſes of the ſeveral Parts of 
the Body, in ſeventeen Folio Copper-plates. 
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6. Human 


BOOKS „ J. Noo. 


6. Human Oſteogeny explained, in which not only the 
Beginning and gradual Increaſe of the Bones of Human 
Fœtus's are deſcribed, but alſo the Nature of Oſſification 
is conſidered; and the general Notion, that all Bones are 
formed from Cartilages, is demonſtrated to be a Miſtake. 
By Robert Neſbitt, M. D. 

7. A Treatiſe of Human Nature; being an Attempt to 
introduce the Experimental Method of Reaſoning into 
Moral Subjects: Whereinthe Nature of the Underſtandit ing 
and Paſſions is examined and explained. In 2 Vols. 8vo, 
S8. A Methodical Syſtem of univerſal Law: Or the 
Laws of Nature and Nations, deduced from certain Prin- 
ciples, and applied to proper Caſes. Written in Latin by 
the celebrated Jo. Got. Heineccius, Counſellor of State 

to the King of Pruſſia, and Profeſſor of Philoſophy at 
Hal. Tranſlated, and illuſtrated with Notes and Sup- 
plements, by George Turnbull, LL. D. 

9. The Principles of Moral and Chriſtian Philoſophy : 
In two Volumes. Vol. I. Containing, An Enquiry into 
the wiſe and good Government of the moral World. 
Vol. II. Containing, Chriſtian Philoſophy. The Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine concerning God, Providence, Virtue, and 
a Future State. By George Turnbull, LL. D. | 
10. The Philofophical Grammar of Experimental Na- 
tural Philoſophy, in the familiar Way of Dialogue: Adapt- 
ed to the Capacities of Vouth, and illuſtrated with Va- 
riety of Copper-plates, Maps, &c. The Second Edition, 
with large Additions. 

11. The young Student's Memorial Book, or Pocket - 
Library of the Mathematics, containing, for Illuſtration, 
above 120 Cuts. 

12. A new and univerſal Syſtem, or Body of Decimal 
Arithmetick; containing the Doctrine, Application and 
Uſe, in all the Parts: of Arithmetick, Mathematicks, 
&c. 8 

13. The young Trigonometer” 5 Complete Guide, be- 
ing plain and ſpherica] Fee; eee ue and _— 
In 2 Vols. 8vo. | 
14. The Elements of M1 Geometry. | 

Theſe froe 1aft by Benjamin Martin. 


151 5. The curious and uſeſul Sermons of the N 9 
Mr. James Foſter, in 4 Vols. Bvo. | 


